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T h e R e l i g i o u s C h a r a c t e r of L i n c o l n .

A most generous judgment has
crystallized with reference to the religious character of Abraham Lincoln.
On Friday, February 12th, the nation
will celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of his birth. It has been
made a special legal holiday in the
District of Columbia and the Territories, and will be a holiday with
solemn memorial services in every
State in the Union. And in foreign
lands his praise will be spoken in
many tongues. Press, pulpit and legislative halls and banquet chambers
will voice the universal eulogium of
one of earth's greatest rulers. Nowhere can the religious element in his
character be left out. But the religious press appropriately makes this
the prominent theme of discussion.
It is proper that the fact should be
recognized that Lincoln did not profess to be a Christian in the true spiritual sense of that term. He did not
make a profession of religion. He did
not hold membership in any church.
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He never was baptized. He never
communed. We are not seeking to
determine his destiny. That is not for
man to do. He, however, had a religious character. That we shall seek
to set forth.
The elements of his character
stand out in clear light. He was a
transparent man. The whole world
knows him well. It is claimed that he
made a "confession of faith" after
the dedication of the Gettysburg battlefield. His own alleged words were:
"When I stood on the battlefield of
Gettysburg, I gave my heart to Christ,
and I can now say I do love the
Savior." But we are not sure that
these words were eve- uttered by Lincoln. Bishop Simpson, who delivered
the eulogy at his grave, said that Lincoln "believed in Christ as the Son of
God." This perhaps is true in the
sense that he had renounced his earlier
unitarian views.
Lincoln believed most of the tenets
of the Christian religion. But he was
no theorist, and no theologian. And
it is held that his failure to unite with
any Church was because he was not
prepared to subscribe to any entire
denominational creed, and that he
himself stated that if "they would ask
him to subscribe only to the two great
commandments, he would be willing
to unite with the Church on such conditions."
Lincoln was a consistent temperance
man. He advocated temperance from
his earliest years. He practiced it.
The sentiments he expressed at his
home in Springfield, on June 19, i860,
in the presence of the committee from
the convention which named him for
President, was the guiding sentiment
of his life. The extract follows:
"Gentlemen: We must pledge our
mutual health in the most healthy
beverage which God has given to man.
It is the only beverage I have ever used,
or allowed in my family, and I cannot
conscientiously depart from it on the
present occasion. It is pure Adam's
ale from the spring."
Earlier in life Lincoln was a teacher
in a Sunday-school, and all his life a
reader and student of the Bible. He
remarked at one time, "I am profitably
engaged reading the Bible. Take all

the Sea.—Isa. xi. 9.
.he Lord our God."—Psa. 10:7.
NO. 4 .

of this book on reason that you can
and the balance on faith, and you will
live and die a better man." And on
another occasion, "In regard to the
great Book I have only to say, that it
is the best gift which God has given to
men. All the good from the Savior of
the world is communicated in this
Book."
As to prayer, he believed in it,
praticed it to some extent, and solicited prayer for himself and the nation.
On leaving ' Springfield for
Washington to be inangurated he delivered a brief and pathetic farewell
address to his neighbors, during
which he asked them to remember him
in their prayers when he should have
assumed his important duties at the
Capital. At one time when Bishop
Simpson called on him at the White
House Lincoln said, "Bishop, I feel
the need of prayer as never before.
Please prnf for me," and the two
knelt dow'h in prayer to God for
strength and guidance. On being assured that many Christians were
praying for him at the time of the
death of his son Willie, in 1862, with
tears in his eyes he said, "I am glad
to hear that. I want them to p r a y / " '
for me. I need their prayers. I will
try to go to God with my sorrows."
And of his mother he said, "I remember her prayers, and they have always
followed me. They have clung \ s me
all my life."
And so Lincoln had faith in the ;divine guidance both for himself and for
the nation. And for this guidance J s
did not hesitate often to pray, as he
said on one memorable occasion: "I
have often been driven to my knees
when, under the pressure of overwhelming difficulties, I felt that my
own wisdom and that of others
around me had utterly failed, and I
had nowhere else to go."
Lincoln was a man of wonderful
sympathy, real heart kindness, and of
irreproachable morality. This is the
crowning glory of his illustrious life.
As Dr. Hopkins says in speaking of
Lincoln as an orator in contrast with
Patrick Henry, Wendell Phillips and
Edward Everett, "Every line reveals
(Continued on page 10.)

y

EVANGELICAL

VISITOR.

[February 15, 1909.
1

Evangelical Visitor
A Semi-Monthly Religious Journal
For the exposition of true, practical piety and devoted to the spread of Evangelical truths
and the Unity of the church.
Published in the interest of the church of the
Brethren in Christ.
SUBSCRIPTION: /PER YEAR,
$1.00
1 Six MONTHS.
- socts
(Sample Copies Free)
T« Foreign Countries, $1.25 a Year.
E d i t o r , GEO. D E T W I L E R , H a r r i s b u r g . Pa
ASSOCIATES:

BI.DER W. O. BAKER,
ELDER M. H. OBERHOI.SER,
S. R. SMITH,
. . . .

Louisville, Ohio
Culberson, Pa.
Harrisburg, Pa.

GEORGE DETWILER, Office Manager

All communications and letters of business
should be addressed to Geo. Detwiler,
1627 Swatara St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Entered at the Postoffice at Harrisburg. Pa., as second class mail matter.
he date printed after your name on the
label denotes the time to which yon have paid.
Keep it in the
future.

EDITORIAL.
Grace—All of Grace.

a Hittite." W h a t a p a r e n t a g e ! But
it corresponds to our own—for we are
conceived and born in sin. And the
new babe was cast into the open field,
there it laid in its own blood, like the
man who had gone from Jerusalem to
Jericho and fell among thieves. W h a t
could that helpless child do, laying
there in the roadside, helpless and
dying? All self-help was excluded.
But the L o r d passed by and he had
mercy. T h e first thing he did was to
command life. " I said unto thee when
thou wast in thy blood, L i v e ! " H e
gave life first of all. E v e n so Grace
bestows life, which the sinner has noc,
for by nature we are dead in trespasses and sins. And then we read
what else he did. W e mention a few:
I covered thy nakedness.
I swore unto thee and entered into
a covenant with thee.
Thou becamest mine.
I washed thee with water.
I anointed thee with oil.
I clothed thee—I girded thee—I
covered thee.
I decked thee with ornaments.
I put bracelets upon thy hands.
I put a beautiful crown upon thy
head.
And what did the child do? Nothing. F r o m the moment he said,
" L i v e " till his hands put the beautiful
crown upon the head it was all his
work. Even so, it is all of Grace!
Let us exalt that Grace, by living according to Grace as those who have
his life, are washed from their sins,
anointed with oil, the Holy Spirit, and
whose destiny is the beautiful crown
of Glory.

Again and again, as we listen to the
testimonies of the professed children
of God, we wonder why there is so
much said of self-effort and so little of
Jesus the Savior. Of course he comes
in and is referred to incidentally, but
largely, becoming willing to do certain
things, and having such or such feelings, or seeing something by way of a
vision or dream, is the theme of testimony. Instead of hope and faith resting on "Jesus' blood and righteousness," they seemingly rest on selfSince the last number of the VISITOR
work. T h e familiar proverb, "God was printed the editor spent a week in
helps those who help themselves," gets Waynesboro, Pa., in response to a call
a larger place than it deserves, and as .from Elder S. S. W i n g e r t and the
regards salvation is false. Very dis- brethren in his district. W e went
tinctly is the teaching of God's word there on February 1, returning on the
that salvation is all of Grace. In this 8th. T h e brethren of the Ringgold
connection we appropriate a brief edi- district felt prompted to have a few
torial from the February number of
meetings in the town of Waynesboro.
" O u r H o p e , " by A. C. Gaebelein, Their meeting houses, and
consewhich brings up an instructive pic- quently their regular meetings, are all
ture of salvation by grace from the in the country from three to six miles
book of Ezekiel. W e quote as fol- from town. A number of members
lows : In a day when God is robbed live in town, but previous to this all
of the Glory of his Grace, that Grace the services of the Brethren held in
must be exalted and made much of by town were prayer-meetings in private
those who are true to the Gospel of houses. Obeying their leadings the
Grace. In the prophet Ezekiel we see Brethren secured a large room in the
a picture illustrating the Grace of God W a y n e Building, where meetings of
as bestowed upon Jerusalem. T h e various kinds are frequently held.
word of Jehovah came to Ezekiel and Five meetings were held in this room.
showed him a picture (Ezek. 16) of On one evening the room was occuJerusalem. " T h y birth and thy na- pied by others having been previously
tivity is of the land of C a n a a n ; thy engaged. On that evening the Brethfather was an Amonite and thy mother ren met in prayer-meeting at the home

of Bro. and Sr. Joseph Myers, near
the Hollowell church. On Sunday,
the 7th inst., the regular meeting was
at Five F o r k s M. H., m o r n i n g and
evening, and which we'attended. T h e
attendance at the meetings in t o w n
was quite fair, being quite large on
three evenings. Never did we have
a more attentive congregation, a n d
while only one responded to the invitations of the gospel, it was evident
that there were more who felt the
wooing of the Spirit, and if the m e e t ings could have continued longer more
might have yielded. A s it was it was
seed-sowing, and we hope results will
become manifest in time to come.
T h e members who were able to do so
attended faithfully. There are a number of aged sisters in town who felt
unable to attend. As far as we know
we visited all of them at their homes,
and all testified to their unabated interest in working out their own salvation. But there are younger people
in the community w h o ought to be
won to Jesus. A revival that would
work to the end of getting people to
get right with God, and this by a living faith in Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord, as " W i s d o m and Righteousness, and Sanctification and Redemption," rather than only changing their
"way of doing" and becoming members of -the church, is what is needed.
May God send the Spirit upon his
people more largely, and may his
work be greatly revived among the
Brethren in that part of the L o r d ' s
vineyard.
W e learn that several of the brethren families of the Dayton, Ohio, district, who became interested in the
Colorado colony project a year ago,
have moved to the new location,
among them the families of Isaac C.
Engle, Levi St H o k e and J a c o b
Whitehead. No doubt others will go
later. A matter of importance for the
brethren to take hold of immediately
is the building of the meeting-house.
T h e parties interested in the project
have subscribed liberally and it is expected that more will be subscribed,
but as $2,500 is the amount required,
the brethren desire to appeal to the
General Brotherhood in the United
States and Canada for assistance, if
possible to the extent of $1,000. If
the required amount is in sight before
March 1, it will make available the
$300, promised conditionally by the
Twin Lakes Land and W a t e r Company. T h e time is short, but long
enough if all the districts will take u p
the matter at once. As Elder A. M .
Engle, of 62 Vincent street, Dayton,.
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O., is interested in the project, correspondence can be directed to him. If
there would be ten districts to donate
$100 each or twenty districts to donate
$50 each the need would be met.
In our editorial note in last issue re
Bro. J. Myers Bossier's articles on
health and sanitary reform, we did not
mean to belittle its importance nor to
insinuate that Bro. Bossier was not
fully conversant with the question
which he undertook to discuss for the
enlightenment of our readers. We
recognize that it is a large and important question, but what we said
was expressive of our own disappointment in seeing so little improvement
on this line in the last forty years.
Bro. Bossier, however, kindly corrects
us on that line, having evidence that
remarkable strides have been, and are
being made, both in culinary reform
as also in diet reform. For this we
are glad, and only need to say that we
must have missed coming in touch
with the reform to any appreciable extent. Perhaps pies, and scrapple and
other fried things are more largely
found in Eastern Pennsylvania than in
other places, and, to our mind the
people would be immensely benefitted
healthwise if the reform which Bro.
Bossier advocates would take hold of
the people and be actually adherred to.
May the day speedily come.
On page 12 will be found a standing notice of the tracts with the price
per hundred of each, which have been
published and are ready to be sent
forth on their errand of enlightenment. They are prepared by the Tract
Committee and are certainly worthy of
being largely distributed. The "Prayer
Veiling" article in this issue will be
issued in tract form as quickly as possible and should be scattered very
generously. No doubt it is the opinion
of some that these tracts should be
supplied to mission workers free, from
the fact that they are in the work
without compensation and can ill afford to pay for the tracts they distribute. No doubt this is true, but
there has been no provision made by
Conference for this as yet, so it remains for us to exact pay for them
until the matter is put on a different
basis.
Perhaps it was a mistake that we
published Bro. A. L. Eisenhower's article in our last issue, and it may be
more rash for us to permit Bro. T. A.
Long to say more on the subject in
this issue, but these brethren are intelligent and able, and of good standing in the church, and presumably
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know whereof they speak, and deem it
necessary that a warning note should
be sounded, even in the Brotherhood,
against what may be termed the abuse
of a sacred trust. We hope, however,
that what has now been said on this
line will be quite sufficient. The subject is not a pleasant one.
We are informed that the Church
Hymnal is now in the hands of the
binder, and will very shortly be ready
to distribute. It is likely that the price
in leather binding will be one dollar
per copy. The price of the book in
cloth binding has not been definitely
determined, but will not be lower than
45 cents and not higher than about 60
cents. The committee will have to decide as to whether to sell the first edition at less than cost, expecting to gain
on the second edition, or to sell the
first edition at a price that will cover
the cost.
We are indeed glad to have articles
from the pens of the Brethren Elliott
and Hess for this issue. The articles
are both excellent and well worth
reading, although some may regard
them as somewhat lengthy. We hope
these brethren will come more frequently, and others join them until
there will be no lack of interesting and
instructive matter for the columns of
the VISITOR. We prefer this kind of
matter very much to some which
sometimes clamors for recognition.

in that a number of souls turned to
the Lord. Bro. C. N. Hostetter, of
the Manor district, assisted in the
meetings to the edification of all.
Oklahoma State Council will convene at the Bethany M. H. on February 26. On February 25, in the
afternoon, a Sunday-school convention will be held at the same place.
All are invited.
We likely will spend the week between February 12 and 19 in Philadelphia, in visiting the Missions and
engage in such gospel work as our
hands may find to do.
We expect to be able to quote prices
on envelopes and letter paper in our
next issue. The envelopes are ready
now and the paper will be ready
shortly.

•— .
No matter what Bible you may have
you will want to have the
NlvW SCOFIEXD REFERENCE BlBLE.
We expect to be able to quote prices
in our next issue.
Special Notice.

Some seem to misunderstand the
proposition of the Mennonite Brethren regarding the Sunday-school literature, and so the reports of the different schools have been delayed.
The proposition is this. They furnish one man and we furnish one man
As far as we are aware we have to compile the literature. The quarfilled all orders sent to us for Gospel terlies and also the papers for our use
Text Calendars, and have also had will have the name of our own organduplicates sent to those who informed ization, and be practically as if we
us that they had failed to receive edited them. A great many schools
theirs. If any have not received what have complained because of the un j
they ordered the order must have fail- clean literature which is used or pubed to reach us. If there are any such lished, and it is hoped in this way to
we would be glad if they would write produce clean, wholesome literature,
us about it. Many have been kind in at a small price. In this way the
expressing their appreciation of its ex- Brethren can have the truths which
cellency, and find it a daily comfort Cook and others do not have presented as we believe them.
and blessing.
Further the literature will be furnished
us at 10 per cent, below regular
Elder D. R. Eyster, of Thomas,
price,
mailing
included, and this 10
Okla., writes under date of February
per
cent,
will
be
sufficient to pay the
3, 1909, saying the Lord is still blessexpense
of
having
one of our brethren
ing the work at that place. On Sunto
help
edit
the
literature,
providing
day evening at their regular meeting
the
brotherhood
at
large
accepts
the
four young persons came forward and
proposition.
gave their hearts to God. And one
sister was wonderfully healed the weeK
Committee requests the report of
before. Some made application for every district so their work can be
baptism. May God have all the glory. completed before Conference. So the
•m 1
church at that time can select a man
Although there has no special re- who is acquainted with our doctrine
port been sent us of the special meet- and Bible truths as we believe them,,
ings held at the Cross Roads M. H., to take (harge of this work.
Lancaster county, we learn that the
J O H N A. STUMP,
meeting was interesting and successful
Nappanee, Ind.
Secretary.
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NEWS OF CHURCH ACTIVITY
IN THE

HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS
A d d r e s s e s of M i s s i o n a r i e s .
Africa.
H . P . and Grace Steigerwald, Matopo
Mission, Bulawayo, South Africa.
H . Frances Davidson, Adda G. Engle,
Myron Taylor, Jesse and Dorcia Wenger,
Choma, N. W. Rhodesia, South Africa.
Harvey J. and E m m a Frey, Elizabeth
Engle, Mtshabezi Mission; Levi and Sallie
Doner, Mapane Mission, Gwanda, Rhodesia, South Africa.
T h e following are not under the F . M. B . :
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Moderfontein P. O. (Intokozo Training School), via
Zurfontein, Transvaal, South Africa.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, Box 116,
Fordsburg, Transvaal, South Africa.
India.
A. L., Mrs. A. L. and Ezra Musser, Maggie Landis, No. 6 Sudder Bazaar, Dilkushi, Lucknow, India.
T h e following are not under the F . M. B . :
D. W. and Mrs. D. W. Zook, Sripat,
Purunia, Bankura district, Bengal, India.
J. H . and Anna
Sparrow,
Raghunathpur P . O., Manbhoom district, India.
Elmina Hoffman, Kedgaon, Poona Dist.,
Ramabai Home, India.
Mrs. Fannie Fuller, Gowalia, T a n k Road,
Bombay, India.
Central

America.

Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Cassel, San Marcos,
Guatemala, C. A.
Our C i t y M i s s i o n s .
Philadelphia, 3423 N. Second street, in
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
Stover.
Philadelphia Branch Mission, 309 W.
Norris street. In charge of Bro. and Sr.
A. K. Landis.
Buffalo, N. Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother George W h i s ler and Sister Effie Whisler.
Chicago Mission, 5956 Peoria street. In
charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Bro. B. I.
Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, 737 Ninth
street. Church, Thirteenth and University Ave. In charge of Eld. J. R. and
Sister Anna Zook.
Jabbok Orphanage, Thomas, Okla., in
charge of A. L. and Anna Eisenhower.
Toronto, Ont., Mission in charge of J.
W . and H a r r i e t Hoover, 51 Edwin street.
WEST

MILTON,

OHIO.—Special

meetings

were held at the Highland M. H . from Jan.
16 to Feb. 1. T h e attendance was fairly
good, and there was marked manifestation
of God's nearness. Bro. S. R. Smith, of
Harrisburg, Pa., was with us the greater
part of the time and had charge of the
services. The word of life was held forth
with earnestness and power, and the earnest pleading of our brother with sinners
t o get right with God had its effect upon
the hearts of the unsaved.
Bro. J. H . Myers, of Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
was also present at the meetings a few
days and was used of the Lord for edification and comfort.
Visiting ministers and workers from adjoining districts, and from Indiana rendered help and inspiration to the services.
Most of the day meetings were held in
the afternoon at the homes of the brethren.
W e pray that the result of the meetings
will prove fruitful of much good.
B E N T . CASSEL.

PHILADELPHIA

MISSION.—"Blessed

is
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he

that considereth the poor; the Lord will
deliver him in time of trouble."
What
precious promises we have in God's Word.
Yet in God's W o r d it says it is more
blessed to give than to receive. These are
all precious promises; so let us step out
on them for they won't break; they are
sure and steadfast, for truly, we have many
poor at this time and such as are of the
household of faith and we are taught that
we should care for them first. This cry
goes out from the Lord for I believe I am
prompted by.his Spirit to write these few
lines to God's people.
H e a r my cry, O God; attend unto my
prayer. O prepare mercy and truth which
may preserve us, O Lord and we will sing
praises unto thy name forever; that we
may daily perform our vows. Blessed is
that man that maketh the Lord his trust.
Glory to his n a m e ! Withhold not thy tender mercies from us O L o r d ; let thy loving kindness and thy truth continually preserve us. But we are poor and needy, yet
the Lord thinketh upon us. Thou art our
help and our deliverer, make no tarrying,
O my God.
Truly, we are having excellent meetings
at the Mission. Our beloved brother S. G.
Engle has been away for several months.
W e truly have missed him much, for we
have been workers together for about
eleven years without a sound of discord or
a word of contention—always in harmony
one with the other, so I will feel glad when
he returns which will be the first week in
February. But, praise the Lord, during his
absence we have had excellent meetings;
our dear ministering brothers truly have
given us the plain gospel truth which will
save men and women from an awful hell
if they obey what they have heard. They
all preached very good sermons. Brother
Garman and wife, of Harrisburg, were
with us over last Sunday, and truly they
came among us filled with the Spirit of
God. Thank God for preachers that fear
not man. May the L o r d wonderfully use
Bro. Garman for the salvation of souls.
Some of the people we have had at the
Mission, I suppose you all, as brothers and
sisters read in the VISITOR about brother
and sister Dimmick. Brother Dimmick is
a man that was deep down in sin, a slave
of that soul-destroying monster rum, so
that his wife and he parted through it, I
can truly say now the good Lord has
stooped down and picked him up and saved
him through and through. Glory to his
name. They have now left the Mission, he
and his wife, and have a nice six roomed
house near the Mission on second street
and are living happier now than they have
ever lived since they are together. Sister
Dimmick, as far as I know, has always
been a good housekeeper but not a Christian, but now through this she also came to
this marvelous light. Is it worth while to
work and give our time and all for precious souls. Think of it, if one soul is
worth more than the whole world what efforts we should put forth in order to save
souls. Let us open our eyes and look over
the fields for they are ripe, ready to harvest, and where are the laborers. There is
a day coming when some of us will be held
responsible for some of those dear souls
that are going down to everlasting punishment. I hope and trust we may all put
forth the battle harder than ever.

Truly, my heart is in the work but I
can't say that I have no discouragements,
nor dark seasons, nor heavy burdens and
persecutions. I have all those to contend
w i t h ; I also have made mistakes, I am sorry to say, but thank God, I am on the victory side. His grace is sufficient to carry
us through, and it also says in God's W o r d
we shall help to bear one another's burdens : not help to make them heavier.' It
don't mean that.
O we have so much to learn; in the
school of Christ. May our hearts be always open and ready to receive that which
will lead us above the things of this world
on the highway of holiness for, "I am holy;
be ye also holy."
Now, may the richest blessing of God
rest and abide upon all God's people is my
sincere wish and prayer. W e ask a deep
interest in your prayers for us here at this
Mission.
Your brother and sister in the battle for
souls,

PETER

STOVER AND W I F E .

3423 N. 2nd St., Philadelphia,
R E I C H ' S M. H.,

Pa.

LANCASTER COUNTY, P A .

—Special meetings were held at Reich's
M. H . from Jan. 12 to 24. Elder J. H .
Smith, of Ohio, labored faithfully in the
interest of the kingdom of God bringing
the truth home to the people with power.
T w o souls started for the kingdom and
God's children were much encouraged.
May the Lord abundantly bless the dear
brother as he sows the seed from place to
place.

A BROTHER.

T H O M A S , OKLA.—Dear editor: W e again
come in Jesus' name. W e started a meeting at Bethany M. H . on the evening of
Jan. 2, closing on the evening of Jan. 17.
Bro. D. L. Graybill, of Sedgwick, Kan.,
was with us and preached the word plain
and simple which brought conviction on
the people. A goodly number asked the
prayers of God's people by an uplifted
hand.
Six or seven came forward for
prayer, some of whom testified of having
found Jesus as their Savior. Others drew
back because of not being willing to take
the way.
On the morning of Jan. 31, the Lord graciously visited us by an outpouring of his
Spirit, as also again in the evening when
four precious souls came to the altar for
prayer.

D. L. BOOK.

UPLAND, CAL.—"Praise ye the Lord.
Praise the Lord, O my soul. While I live
will I praise the L o r d : I will sing praises
unto my God while I have any being" (Psa.
146:1-2).
I t is certainly a great privilege to praise
the Lord.
Surely H e is worthy to b e
praised as H e has done so much for us as
his people here. W e are having right good
meetings all along. Quite a few have been
seeking for the deeper life. Last Sunday
evening one young man, whom God lately
has wonderfully saved and then left the
light of sanctification in on his soul, came
forward and took the way which is so
plainly taught in Col. 3:9-10.
Another,
whom God at one time had saved and who
then went out into forbidden paths again,
came back and was reclaimed. May we
pray much that many souls may become so
tired of sin that they will come and give
up and follow Jesus.
K A T I E BURKHOLDER,

February

4, 1909.
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NOTTAWA,

ONT.—Bro.

and

Sr.

J.

W.

Hoover began their evangelistic work at
Nottawa, Ont., Jan. 3, and continued until
the 20th. T h e meetings were well attended
and their efforts to win souls for Christ's
kingdom were crowned with success. I n
all there were about twenty who manifested
a desire to lead a new life. I t was encouraging to see the young give their hearts
to God.
W e hope the earnest words spoken to us
by the brother and sister will help us this
year to work more in t h e spirit of t h e
Master than ever before. Let us continue
to uphold them much in prayer that God
may richly bless them wherever they may
go to labor in his service, that the Lord's
will may be done and his great name be
honored and glorified in t h e salvation of
many precious souls.
RICHARD F I S H E R .

Duntroon,

Ont.

A LETTER FROM MATOPO M I S S I O N . — D e a r

t

readers, greeting in the precious name of
Jesus.
After a long silence, I take up my pen
once more to write to you.
Time is ever passing away and so swiftly
that months pass by almost before we are
aware of it. When we pause long enough
to consider its rapidity, we realize it is fast
taking us to our journey's end.
You likely have taken notice that six
months ago, I came to South Rhodesia with
Bro. and Sister Steigerwald. O u r native
brethren, David and Gomo, came south at
the same time. David on a visit to his
people and Gomo to stay. By the time you
get this letter David will be back again engaged in the work there. H e is leaving
here next week.
Since my coming to So. Rho. I have had
the pleasure of visiting in Mapane Land at
both of our Missions. A t both places there
are pleasing features about the work, and
our brethren and sisters are endeavoring to
preach the gospel of salvation among the
heathen, and constantly trying to improve
their Mission grounds.
At Bro. Doner's I noticed a great improvement in the way of a comfortable, two
roomed, brick dwelling house and a church.
When sister Davidson and I spent several
months there shortly after our arrival in
Africa there was a small hut thinly covered
with straw that was used for school and
gospel services with two good mud huts
for white and native workers. To-day,
besides these above mentioned there are
two good brick huts, one for t h e boys that
stay at the mission and the other for the
dairy.
At t h e time of t h e lovefeast there, there
were thirteen candidates for baptism.
A t Bro. Frey's station there are visible
things showing that they too have been laboring at both spiritual and temporal things.
Nestled at the foot of a kopji are six
good mud huts and a nice brick church.
A goodly number came to services and the
school was fairly well attended. There as
mostly elsewhere the older people leave t h e
church going for t h e younger people.
There are a few old women that claim they
are following the Lord and as far as 'tis
known they are walking in all the light
they have.
W e thank God for the few among the
old people that trust God and testify t o his
love, but we desire to see more of a real
definite work of grace wrought in their

hearts, that nothing can move them from
Christ Jesus their Lord.
Here at Matopo Mission on Christmas
day there were the usual Christmas services and afterward the giving of a tin of
salt to each one present. There were five
hundred and ninety present including children.
The people are more anxious for salt than
they are to hear the gospel, but this opportunity is always taken advantage of.
Some of our younger people here have
given way and fallen into sin. O u r prayers
are for their return to God. Help us pray
for them, and for a mighty outpouring of
H i s Spirit upon us and the native church.
W e are constantly finding something to
do to keep us employed, and I thank God
for H i s continued blessing to me.
A t present Sisters Doner and Engle a r e
here at Matopo Mission. Both have been
ill but a r e better again and t h e change is
doing them good. They will remain until
the lovefeast at Mtshebezi Mission, Jan.
24, when some of us will accompany them
to the feast.
There has not much rain fallen yet this
rainy season, sufficient though to get the
crops in the ground. There is much need
of rain. W e believe God will send it soon,
if not crops will suffer. W e see clouds tonight larger than a man's hand.
My present intention is to return to
Macha after t h e rainy season.
I am yours in the Master's service,
ADDA G. ENGLE.

Matopo Mission,
Jan. 7 1909.
MTSHABEZI

Bulawaya,

MISSION.—Dear

So.

Africa,

readers

of

the VISITOR, "Fear not, for behold I bring
unto you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be t o all people." ( L u k e 2:10.)
W e had a pleasant Christmas service in
the church which was well filled with attentive listeners. Again we were filled with
joy to tell out the glad tidings. As the
coming of Jesus into the world brought
joy to the shepherds of Palestine, so it
brings joy to his humble followers to-day.
'Tis t h e old, old, story, yet ever new, and
full of blessing. At the close of t h e service we gave every native a cup of salt
which of course was appreciated.
Last Thursday, we were called to lay
away the child of one of our native Christians. T h e corpse was neatly dressed, and
put into a small box draped with some
cloth that I took with me, and was given
Christian burial. Only a short time before,
I was called to the same house for a similar purpose. That time it was the child of
parents whom I had married. Though they
were filled with sorrow, they seemed so
resigned to the will of God. Even t h e
grandmother said, " I t is all right. Just as
Jesus wills." Such trust in the Lord by
those who so lately have been bound by
superstition is an inspiration unto us.
W e are all well with the exception of our
two children who have the whooping cough.
W e trust that the Great Physician will not
allow them to suffer long. Sr. Engle, too,
had been down with fever, but we are glad
to say that she is again around, and with
Sr. Doner has gone to Matopo for a much
needed rest and change. They expect to
return for our lovefeast which we hope to
hold at this place Jan. 24 and 25. W e will
again rejoice t o meet with a number of
like precious' faith, and mingle our voices
and be inspired by the touch of kindred

spirits. You will understand our situation
better when you remember that outside of
the missionaries we get but little encouragement; but much to discourage. W e sometimes meet with other white men, but they
as a rule a r e strongly opposed to mission
work. But we are so glad we a r e in the
battle, and mean to stay.
W e have just been rejoicing because a
Savior has come into the world but, do we
remember his commandments, to do them?
And his very last command was, "Go ye
into all the world and preach t h e Gospel
to every creature." ( M a r k 16:15.) H e is
no longer here in person; but has commissioned his disciples, or rather given"
them the great privilege t o continue t h e
work begun by himself.
True, the gospel has been preached to
many nations, and some have found Jesus
precious, but millions are yet in darkness—
they have seen no ray of light or hope.
They are living in superstition and fear
and dread, and no one to bring them t h e
light. Some bow down to wood and stone;
some worship the spirits of departed
friends; and others something else. B u t
all heathen people worship, and the sad
thing about it is that they get no help.
See t h e great field, more precious than t h e
finest wheat, for it is a field of human
souls—see the greater part wasted because
of lack of harvesters. Yet it is our Father's field, and he has commanded us to
work in his vineyard. N o t all to the foreign
field, you say? True, but not all to t h e
home field either, and especially not to the
house of idleness. W h a t is God's will concerning you? That is the question. H a v e
you prayed about it? Do you know his
will? A r e you at the place where H e can
speak to you? Is your life wholly yielded?
W h o will say, like Isaiah, " H e r e a m I and
me."
Beloved, pray for us. A happy New Year
to you all.
Yours in H i s glad service,
HARRY J. FREY.

Jan. 1, 1909, Gwanda,
Africa.
MACHA

MISSION.—Dear

Rhodesia,

readers

South

of

the

VISITOR, greeting.

About three months have passed away
since t h e last contribution to the VISITOR
from Macha Mission. As Sister Davidson
has requested me to write this time, and as
I have not written since here, I will avail
myself of the opportunity.
W e thank the Lord for his goodness t o
us, and for the blessings he bestows upon
us from day to day.
I am glad that we can report a fair degree of health of t h e workers at present;
although I myself have not been enjoying
the best of health for the last three months,
however I am thankful that it is as well
with me as it is.
W e are now in o u r rainy season; w e
have been having plenty of rain the past
few weeks, which has started all vegetation to growing very rapidly. W e have
some garden vegetables to use, such a s
beans, lettuce, radishes, tomatoes, cucumbers, etc.
T h e corn is mostly all planted, and other
truck, such as sweet-potatoes, beans, peanu,ts, etc.
Bro. Taylor has been getting- along very
nicely with t h e farm work, considering t h e
(Continued on page 12.)
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS.
Just to Please Jesus.
Paying a visit to sorrow's abode,
Helping a burdened one o'er a rough road;
This the sweet thought making duty delight,
Turning the shadows of gloom into light,—
Just to please Jesus.
Staying at home with the children perchance,
Watching the sick one's oft-wandering
glance,
Sweeping and dusting and tidying home
Deeds not recorded 'neath Fame's painted
dome,—
Just to please Jesus.
Swinging the hammer if duty demands,
Plying the needle with quick willing
hands,
Using the pencil, the pick, or the pen,
Serving my Lord and my own fellow men,
Just to please Jesus.
Giving a smile or taking a hand,
Leading lost feet to the fair Better Land;
Doing and thinking and hearing and seeing,
Eating and drinking and waking and
being,—
Just to please Jesus.

•m •
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

The Blessed Confession.
F. ELLIOTT.

"Thou art the Christ the Son of the
Living God." (Matt. xvi. 17.) This
grand confession of Peter's, made
over 1900 years ago, is still the foundation of all true Christian experience.
To-day, as ever, the question is asked,
"What think ye of Christ ?" and as the
poet says,
"Its the test. To try both your state
and your scheme,
You cannot think right of the rest, unless you think rightly of him."
What a man thinks determines what
he does. "As a man thinketh in his
heart, so is he." Not the flotsam and
letsam of the mind, that float around
and come and go as they will, but
heart thoughts, summed up, boiled
down, conclusions. Peter certainly
had the life and miracles of Christ to
confirm his faith in him. On the other
side were arrayed the Sanhedrin,
priests, Scribes and Pharisees, in fact
the whole weight df popular opinion
was against him. Added to this,
Peter was a man of an extremely sensitive disposition, one who felt keenly
regarding what people thought or
said about him as future incidents
duly show. He was fully aware of
his Master's lowly birth and its attendant circumstances. He knew
that while foxes had holes and birds
had nests, Jesus had not where to lay
his head. Humanly speaking, our
Christ could say with the poet,

"No foot of land do I possess.
No cottage in the wilderness;
A poor wayfaring man."
It meant much to Peter to make
this confession, the odds seemed all
against him. It meant, to burn all his
bridges behind him-, to cut all his shore
lines, and launch into the unknown
deep. To be socially ostracised, to
be ecclesiastically anathemised, to be
scorned and persecuted
for the
Master's sake, these and much more,
Peter had reason to expect would follow. Yet when Jesus asked, "Whom
say ye that I am?" without a moment's hesitation Peter says, "Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the Living
God." Let us find the secret source
whence came such living faith as these
words imply. Listen to the voice of
Jesus: "Blessed art thou Simon Barjonah, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father,
which is in heaven." It is a divinely
revealed Christ, a living reality, a satisfying portion. The doubts are gone,
the fears are removed, "It is I, be not
afraid." Peter could say, "Now rest
my long divided heart upon this blissful center, rest." His heart had "believed unto righteousness," and now
his mouth had made "confession unto
salvation." "Unto them he gave
power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believed on his name."
The die is cast, the "Rubicon" is
crossed, henceforth this rugged impetuous fisherman of Galilee can beat
no retreat. Though in a moment of
self-confidence he may boast of his
fidelity to Christ and later on deny
and forsake him, yet, it was only
momentary and under tremendous
pressure from without. One tender
glance from his suffering Master, and
the tears of contrition flow down
those bronzed cheeks. "He went out
an dwept bitterly." In that dark hour
of sorrow at his Master's sufferings
and fate, and his own unfaithfulness,
his inmost soul cries out, "Thou art
the Christ."
To return, "Blessed art thou," believing on and confessing Christ as
certainly brings blessedness as day
follows night, if it comes from the
heart. In Peter's case still more was
added, he was given a new name,
Petrus, a rock or stone, and on this
confession of faith that emanated
from this rock, Christ promised to
build his Church and the gates of hell
should not prevail against it. Christ
did not mean, as a corrupt church
teaches, that he would build his
Church on Peter personally, but on his
divinely inspired confession. If we
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follow the "Acts" we find all the conversions recorded rest on the basic
confession, "Thou art the Christ the
Son of the loving God." Down
through the dark ages it was the Rock
on which the storm-tossed Church securely rested. Justification by faith
alone, an all-atoning, an all-sufficient
Savior, the Son of the Living God.
In our own age of liberty, light and
knowledge, there is nothing can fill
its place, a believing heart, a divinely
revealed Christ, and an honest confession of him before men.
Let us return to Peter. "And I
will give thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven." The Father reveals the
Christ to Peter, the Son gives him the
keys of the kingdom, and the Holy
Ghost (at the proper time) endues
him with power to use them. There
were two locked doors to open, two
kinds of locks, and two keys to unlock
them. The name of the one was BY
FAITH, the other THROUGH
FAITH.
The one opened the door for the Jews,
the other for the Gentiles. On the
day of Pentecost Peter unlocked the
Jewish door, and three thousand passed through its portals in one day. This
door stands open yet to all Jewish believers by repenting and being "baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins," and they shall
then "receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit." According to the chronology
some years elapsed before Peter unlocked the Gentile door. It required
supernatural means to get Peter to do
it. Though he had the fulness of the
Spirit, and could work miracles, and
speak with tongues, he was full of
prejudice concerning the Gentiles.
Nothing short of what did occur
could have induced him to take the
trip to the home of Cornelius. One
turn of the key and lo, the door flies
open, the Holy Spirit falls upon them,
and they speak with tongues, and
magnify God. That door is open still.
You and I, my brother and sister, have
passed through its blessed portals, and
"It open stands for old and young,
Though tilled with joy or sorrow;
The Spirit zuoos your souls along,
The gate may close to-morrozv."
I cannot refrain from making a few
comments in closing this brief review
of Peter's confession and life on the
wonderful grace of God manifested in
the history'of the great Apostle. That
Christ who "knew what was in man,"
should select as the leader of his
chosen band a man so full of human
weakness, seems to us passing strange.
This impetuous, blustering Galilee
fisherman, now boasting, then deny-
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ing, cursing and swearing, then
broken-hearted and weeping, and yet
he gave to him the keys of the kingdom. I hear one say,this was before
Pentecost. I reply, he was in daily
contact with the purest, holiest life
that was ever lived; he was taught by
one who "spake as never man spaKe."
He had Christ revealed to him from
the Father; Jesus called him blessed,
all before Pentecost. But we go
further, beyond Pentecost, and we find
prejudice, and later on dissimulation.
O the wondrous grace of God that
keeps the soul in the trying hour. The
history of Peter plainly proves that
a man has not to be perfect to be
saved, but he has to be saved first, and
then "go on unto perfection.'' Jesus
said, "He that drinketh of the water
that I shall give him shall never thirst,
but it shall be within him a well of
water springing up unto everlasting
life" (rises to its level). "He that believeth on me as the Scripture hath
said out of his belly (inmost soul)
shall flow rivers of living water."
This is the privilege and experience
of every true believer. The supply
pipe from the divine source is large
enough for every need and a large
overflow besides. The trouble is on
the human side; we clog up the inlet
with our pride, our worldly sgirit, our
lightmindedness, our selfish bigotry or
time-serving liberalism.
"In vain we tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to rise;
Hosannas languish on our tongues,
And our devotion dies."
We starve our souls in the midst
of plenty. Many years ago when I
was a boy I worked for Elder Snider.
He had a well on a hill with a powerful spring in it. At one time he had
put in a long pine tree with a V
shaped groove and planks over it
underground. For years it flowed in
a trough in the lane, cool in Summer,
never frozen in Winter. Gradually, it
grew less and less till only a little
seepage came out of the spout. For
years we watered stock elsewhere at
great inconvenience, then one day we
went to work and uncovered the log
channel, and, what do you think was
the matter? A willow tree had been
planted some twenty-five feet away.
Its fibrous roots had spread and forcing themselves between the planks and
log had filled the lower half of the pipe
so solid that it was impervious to
water. In the well the water had
: risen 'some feet above the outlet, and
•when we had chopped the matted
moss out, there was a flood till it
• reached its normal level again. What
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did we do about the willow roots?
Well, it hurt us all to do it, but we
girdled the big tree and killed it. Jesus
can deliver from sin as well as forgive sin, but there is a human side
too. "Cleanse yourselves' from all
filthiness of the flesh and of the
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear
of God." Girdle the tree whose roots
of bitterness have clogged your heart
and life and deprived you of vitality
and joy. You will lose its shade, but
you are better in the open sunshine
with plenty of cool refreshing water
than in the Upas shade and die of
thirst. Many of our people at our revival meetings go forward and kneel,
confess their backward condition and
ask for prayer; this act of humility
brings a good feeling, and they testify
to it. Alas, how transitory its character, only a short time (in many
cases) and things are as before. They
neglected to kill the tree and their
souls are clogging up again. Though
Peter made many mistakes I don't
think he made the same kind of mistaKe more than once. When he realized his wrongdoing "he took his
medicine (however bitter) like a
man," and moved right on on the upward way. When modern perfectionists do wrong things, they either
ignore them, or call them fancy
names, as infirmities of the flesh, etc.,
but our Bible saints call all unrighteousness SIN, and their way out was
to confess and forsake them. In their
brief biography we find no account of
any second definite work of grace, but
we do find them definitely born of
God, full of human frailty but with
"faces set like a flint," pushing Zionwards, crucifying the flesh with its
affections and lusts, laying aside every
weight and the sin that so easily beset them they ran with patience the
race set before them looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of their
faith. If they made mistakes, they
wasted no time in vain regrets, but
"Doubled their diligence to make their
calling and election sure," and if they
were making good time on the King's
highway, they did not stop to publish the fact. All the while they were
expanding, developing,
deepening,
widening, their hearts enlarged, and
as they emerged each time from the
crucible they "grew more like unto
their Master, and the dross of human
frailty dropped into the refiner's fire."
In their earlier life the little stream of
the water of life that trickled into
. their hearts Imd an overflow, but it
. was all absorbed in the soil of their
. .near surroundings, and the inlet to
; their hearts was often obstructed.

Now, their hearts are enlarged, the
rill has become a flowing stream.
"Their peace flows like a river and
their righteousness as the waves of
the sea." Out of their inmost soul
flow rivers of living water. The overflow rolls on through Jerusalem, over
Samaria, and unto "the uttermost
parts of the earth."
Will the longsuffering reader permit me to paint a faint picture of the
closing scene of Peter's life? Peter
said, "Lord, I will follow thee
whithersoever thou goest." The scene
shifts to Rome (supposed) here in
this open space is the place of public
execution. The crowd gathers; yonder comes the procession, headed by
civil and military officials. Between
two sturdy soldiers totters a feeble old
man girded with a chain, the ends of
which are firmly grasped by his
guards. His form is venerable and
his bearing princely and his countenance shines with a heavenly luster.
As they proceed to place him on the
cross in the usual way he says, "No, I
am not worthy of being crucified like
my Master, put my head downwards."
Reader, dost thou recognize the
holy martyr? It is Simon, called
Peter. He had followed his Lord
whithersoever he went.
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

The Christian Church and Her
Greatest Enemy.
That the Christian church should
have an enemy is scriptural; as in the
first promise of a Savior by God there
is included the promise of enmity.
(Gen. 3:15.) The greatest enemy
will be a subject for future discussion.
In order t o determine correctly what
the enemy is we must first see what
the genuine is and on what it depends.
In Isa. 53:1-6, we have a pen picture
of the Savior—the foundation of the
Christian church—and the attitude of
men in general toward him—"He was
despised and rejected of men." When
we look at the indifference and even
opposition to Christ and his work at
present, we must believe that the world
has not changed much in its attitude
toward him since his coming into the
world.
'The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the
corner." (Psa. 118:22; Matt. 21:42.)
The Jews, and more particularly the
Pharisees, were builders of the then
dominant spiritual house, and how
dearly did they reject him who should
have been their chief corner-stone.
"And whosoever shall fall on this
stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever it. shall fall, it will grind him
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to powder." (Matt. 21:44.) Very
clearly is the coming to Christ a
breaking process of our selfhood, but
his coming judgment will be a destroying—grinding process.
(Jude
14, 15.) Saints meet their judgment
in coming to Christ—repentance and
all its attendant parts—and assist in
the judgment of those who in their
day of grace—life—reject him.
The must, to this, is given by Peter
through the power of the Holy Ghost
in Acts 4:11-12. Thus a salvation
promised without Christ as the chief
corner-stone is a counterfeit and will
not stand in the day of final accounts.
In John 10:1-15 we have Christ picturing himself as the door to the sheep
fold—heaven, and also as the Chief
Shepherd, and any one that would gain
entrance to heaven except through
him becomes a thief and robber. The
Father hath committed all judgment
unto the Son and therefore if we
make not our peace with the Son can
we expect a better fate than that of the
fallen angels? (Jude 6.) We may do
reverence and apparently honor the
Father, but if we reject and dishonor
the Son as did the Jews we shall all
likewise perish. Christ expects us to
honor and openly confess him before
our fellowmen and then will he also
be willing to own and confess us before the heavenly Father. (Matt. 10:32, 33.) "With the heart man believeth unto righteousness and with
the mouth confession is made unto
salvation." Signing a card and joining a church may be considered as
meeting this requirement, but in nature we have "still born" children and
birth for them means buriaj—no life.
The corollary to this in the spiritual
world is described in Jno. 1 :i2-i4.
Joining the church does not give a
passport to heaven. Accompanied
therewith must be the creative fiat of
God "Let there be" in him or her a
new creation—a new life. Church
membership should stand for spiritual life—right living. If it does not
then it only becomes our spiritual
burial place. I fear many so-called
Christians or church members will
awake in the second resurrection and
hear the awful summons, "depart
from me ye workers of iniquity, I
never knew you."
Matt. 25 :3i-46 gives us a picture of
the judgment and we see there that
the rewards are a surprise to the
worthy ones and the punishments a
disappointment to the condemned
ones. Further we see in it the thought
from those condemned that they were,
while in life, doing those things that
would earn for them salvation. That
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charitable deeds were done by them
while in life we are ready to believe,
but they failed to do them in the name
and for the honor of Christ,—hence
losing the reward.
From the foregoing we conclude
therefore that the Christian Church
depends upon Jesus Christ as her
chief corner-stone, and is made up of
individuals who have been spiritually
born and thenceforward walked in all
the light revealed to them through
the Word and Holy Spirit.
Should we find individuals, or a
collection of individuals, that build for
themselves a 'spiritual house, and consequently a passport to heaven without including Christ and his atonement
in such building and taking for a substitute their good works and lives, we
would, in my mind, have a great
enemy to the cause of Christ. But
you ask, Do we have such individuals
or organizations? I answer, Yes.
Who and what are they? Secret
orders as a rule in general and Free
Masons and Odd Fellows in particular. Members in these organizations will, tell you that if they live up
to their rules and regulations it is sufficient to ensure them heaven when
they die. Their burial ritual says
that the departed brother has left the
lodge here on earth to be in the grand
lodge above. Their members will tell
you that all their work is founded on
the Bible, but when they use II.
Thess 3:6-12 and I. Pet. 2:5, and
come to the name of Jesus Christ, they
let it out and in all other passages
used by them in which the name of
Jesus Christ appears, his name is cut
out. What an enemy! What a counterfeit ! The lodge has no confession
of sin, no atonement through the blood
of Christ, no Holy Spirit. These cardinals are the essentials to our religion and we think that without them
there is no salvation. But we hear
them say that Masonry or Oddfellowship, as the case may be. is good
enough religion for me. Others of
their number deny its being a religion,
but if Free Masonry is not a religion,
why does it have an "altar, a creed,
and a ritual?" The language of the
rulers of the order confirms the impression produced by its secret and
public work. Mackey, in his Ritualist, page 22, speaking of a candidate
for Masonry, says: "There he stands
on the threshold of. his new Masonic
life, in darkness, helplessness and
ignorance. Having been wandering
amid the errors and covered with the
pollutions of the outer or profane
world, he comes inquiringly to our
doors seeking the new birth and the
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removal of the veil which hides divine
truth from his uninitiated sight."
What about a minister of the gospel
who makes such an acknowledgment?
In his Lexicon, defining the word
accacian, he says that the word signifies "A Mason who by living in
strict accord with his obligations, is
free from sin." Mackey's Lexicon, p.
16. Oliver says on the same word:
"When the Master Mason exclaims,
My name is Cassia, it is equivalent to.
saying, I have been in the grave. I
have triumphed over it by rising from:
the dead and being regenerated in the
process, I have a claim to life everlasting." Cyclopaedia of Freemasonry,
p. 48. To the same effect Morris
says on the third degree: "We thus
find man complete in morality and intelligence, with the stay of religion
added to insure him the protection of
deity and guard him against ever
going astray, nor is it possible to conceive of anything more which the soul
of man requires." It requires no
argument to show that Masons who
believe these statements and love
Masonry will care little, if anything,
about the Christian church.
Much is said of lodge charity of
which there is some just ground, but
inasmuch as it is done in the name of
the lodge and not in the name of
Christ, it clearly receives the ban of
the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew,
as already referred to. "Inasmuch as
ye did it not to one of the least of
these, (his brethren) ye did it not tome." We must admit that the church
does not in all instances adequately
provide for its poor. The professed
superiority of lodge charity is generally of a selfish nature and seldom
goes beyond the confines of its own
oath-bound circle. What about the
millions given annually by the church
for missions and charitable purposes
in the name of Christ? This, in manyinstances regardless of creed, color or
sex. Lodges are charitable among
themselves, but exclude the lame, halt
and blind and all such who are likely
to need charity and cannot promptly
pay their dues.
Another evil phase of the lodge is
the blood-curdling oaths to secrecy
demanded of its members. The third
degree of Masonry binds the applicant
to secrecy with no less penalty than
to be willing to have his body cut in
twain and bowels burnt to ashes and
promises to protect his worthy brother
in all cases except treason and
murder. However, in the seventh, or
Royal Arch Degree, treason and
murder are not excepted. To which
oath does such an individual remain
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true, when serving as a juror, judge
or official of the government? The
ease by which many present-day criminals go "scott free" answers the
question. Claims may be made that
the lodge oaths are mere forms, and
are never carried out, but sixteen well
authenticated cases of lodge murders
are on record. William Morgan, in
1826, is one instance, and forty thousand left Masonry at that time as'a result.
The only clear and clean way for a
Christian in respect to lodges is separation. (II. Cor. 6:14-18.) However the proper attitude of the church
toward the lodges has been a burning
question in many denominations and
we find it is making inroads into our
own beloved brotherhood.
Erom
those present at last year's Conference
we learn that a lodge substitute was
suggested by a brother. As to a suitable substitute for the lodge, at least
in its social aspect, we believe there
is nothing better than a good weekly
spiritual prayer-meeting after the
order of I. Cor. 14:26. If there are
those within the church that do not
enjoy such service, and insist on a
substitute such as the lodge, the
quicker the power of excommunication is carried out the better it will be
for the church.
The financial aspect can be fully
met by every member heeding the advice of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthian church. (I. Cor. 16:2.) If
there is not enough love in the heart
of the believers to prompt such service voluntarily, we question the advisability of making rules and regulations' by which they shall be compelled
to give of their store for the other's
good. However, Scripture gives a
method by which the Lord's treasuryshall be replenished. In the Old Testament it was the tithe. If there is any
change for the New it certainly is not
any less. (Matt. 23:23; Rom. 12:1.)
At a ministerial conference of a certain denomination eighty per cent, of
the ministers present were Free Masons. Let us beware lest a like fate
befall us.
By countenancing the
lodge, be the member rich, influential
or otherwise, we are taking a step in
the wrong direction.
What consistency is there in a minister who professes to preach Christ
in the pulpit and belongs to an organization that forbids the use of his
name? Thus to me it seems that the
secret lodge system is the greatest
present day enemy to the Christian
-church.

ENOS H. HESS.

P. S.—Those interested in a further
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study of the above subject can be
helped by writing to the National
Christian Association, Chicago, 111.,
and subscribing for the Christian
Cynosure.
For the EVANGEUCAL VISITOR.

In Sunny California.
NANCY REICHARD.

"Fear not little flock it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you
the kingdom."
The sayings of Jesus have always
been more comforting to me than
other parts of the sacred word. In
times of trouble or distress in seeking
comfort from the precious book, the
sayings of Jesus have brought new
light and consolation, and at the same
time melted the heart in deep humility and adoration before God.
Blessed thought, we can cherish the
words of Jesus as coming from the
lips of our dearest friend and Elder
Brother. Well has Jesus said, "My
words are Spirit and they are life."
How often we see the effect which
the words of one individual have upon
another. Who of us but remember
words which we heard when we were
children; they may have had a good,
or an evil effect, but they are lasting
in our minds. Oh for grace to choose
our words aright!
I remember a brother who lived in
Canada near Lake Huron, once related
to us that as he was walking along the
street he met a lad who was bent on
selling him something (papers I
think). Upon the brother's refusal to
buy the boy turned away with an insulting remark upon his lips. The
brother said, "Hold on, my boy, I am
older than you are, I want to give you
some advice." The boy listened and
the brother went on, "Remember, my
boy, it is your business to sell, and it
is mine to buy, or not to buy. Now
if you want to be successful through
life, never offer insults to people."
"Were you insulted?" the boy asked. "No," said the brother, "I was not
insulted, but, just- the same, you offered an insult." Said the boy, "No
one has ever talked to me like that before."
Thus we see, kind words even from
a stranger won the boy's heart.
Another instance. Some years ago
in a time of bereavement in our home,
a sister living only a few miles away
was unable to attend the funeral, but
wrote a letter bearing words of consolation and sympathy. No doubt she
may have forgotten about it by this
time, but her words have been a lasting inspiration to us and her letter is

kept among the treasures of the
family.
Daily we are reminded of the love
and wondrous power of God, in the
scenery displayed around us. Sitting
in the house with doors and windows
open, and looking across the street,
we see men working in their shirt
sleeves, while just beyond some twenty
miles ' distant, rise mountains thousands of feet in height, whose tops are
covered with snow, many feet in
depth. Here we do not realize that
we have any Winter; a few nights
frost which slightly seared the young
growth of orange trees, then a soaking rain and all nature is taking on
new life; birds and frogs are singing,
grass and grain are making rapid
growth; but the fig.tree as yet is not
putting forth its leaves, and thus, as
Jesus said, "When the fig tree putteth forth its leaves know that Summer is nigh."
Hemet, Cat.
The Social ETU.
Des Moines, Jan.
19.—Editor
News: Make it as easy as possible to
do right, and as difficult as possible
to do wrong, is my motto, and honest
convictions on the great problem of
social evil as well as any other evil.
To simply segregate fallen and lewd
women has never appealed to my
humble judgment. Why not segregate
fallen and lewd men? Which of the
two sexes are morally the weakest?
Is it not the one that pays the other
to commit the awful sin and violate
the law of purity and decency?
Statistics show that there are five
fallen men to one fallen woman. This
means that if there are 100 fallen women in a red light district there
are approximately 500 fallen men patronizing them. Tell me now which
are the greater menace to society, the
500 immoral men running loose in
about that many homes and in business and moving in society, passing
off as respectable, or the 100 fallen
women whose influence of immorality
is greatly diminished by dispersion?
Segregation implies legal countenance and license, which means legal
protection commensurate to the license. It sets before the public an
open door to engage in the worst form
of licentiousness under the protection
of civil law. It offers a strong temptation to our morally weak men, both
young and old, married and unmarried. To segregate these women only
greatly increases their immoral influences, because of the facts already
mentioned, in addition to definite pub-
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licity, having legal countenance and
protection. Segregation as commonly
practiced, is a stimulant to the white
slave traffic, having authority for their
nefarious business, t h u s
operating
under legal protection to the extent of
their privileges, a n d many times far
beyond. A red light district is a "hotbed" for demoralization, and a legalized incubator of the shameful and
venomous diseases which entail untold misery even t o coming generations. W h y should not all men and
women who are thus infected be disallowed to cohabit and be put under
quarantine and given medical treatment until fit to move in society?
Doctors are required by the Board of
Health to report contagious diseases
down to chicken pox, but in respect
to the heinous contagious immoral
diseases much morse than the worst
form of smallpox, but which express
the immorality of the people, they
are perfectly mum and left t o run
abroad unrestricted.
But what measures shall be taiten
to stamp out as nearly as possible the
social evil? P a s s drastic laws forbidding it entirely and enforce them.
Make them quit their meanness as
nearly, as possible. Make it hard to
be mean and as easy as possible to be
good.
A red light district with legalized
open doors does not make it safer for
respectable women, but more dangerous, from my observation. Y o u will
find that the lewd men who frequent
the brothel most generally commit incest, rape and even sodomy. They
become more brazen, daring and seek
to ruin the young and innocent.
H a v e a man like Mr. H a m e r y , with
conscience and pluck at the head of a
carefully selected police force who
have moral as well as physical strength
and social evil will have to be very
shy.
Cities and State should institute a
system giving fallen girls and women
a chance to. recover themselves from
the life of shame by some industrial
institution, because many have been
dragged and forced into this immoral
traffic by ungodly men and women
and would be glad for a way out.
Cities, State and nation must rise and
stop the infernal wheels that grind
the shameful grist before much effectual work can be done, and before we
can stand justified in the light of
righteousness and in the. face of our
God.—/. R'.Zpok in The Des Moines
News.
" H o w often our defenses of God
have been out defilements!"
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The Religious Character of Lincoln.
(Continued from page I.)
the man—the man of sympathy, the
man void of malice, the man filled
with a great and noble purpose." His
own beautiful testimony follows: " I
have never knowingly planted a thorn
in any human heart, but I have always endeavored to pluck a thorn and
plant a rose wherever a rose would
grow."
T h e r e are conditions under which
a man even like Lincoln may be renewed in heart, and not come to a
clear consciousness of the fact, and
so will not make a confession of discipleship, nor identify himself with a
Church and observe ordinances. And
so with our large charity for this
noblest American who when convinced that he was right went straight
on his course which led to persecution
and martyrdom, we may see him
g r o w i n g into increasing appreciation
of the claims of Christ, and may believe that "in a sublime spirit of love
and faith he became one of his true
disciples."
Cigarette-Smoking' Boys.
Prof. William McKeever, of K a n sas Agricultural College, has been
studying cigarette smoking amongst
school boys for about eight years, and
he has just published some of the results obtained. His conclusions seem
to agree with those of every other individual who has devoted time to this
subject. In reference to the effect
upon the health of the boys he s a y s :
" I have taubulated reports of the condition of'nearly 2,500 cigarette-smoking school boys, and in describing
them physically my informants have
repeatedly resorted to the use of such
epithets as/Sallow,' 'sore-eyed,' 'puny,'
'squeaky-y< .Jeed,' 'sickly,' 'short-winded,' and 'extremely nervous.' T h e
younger the boy, the worse the smoking hurts him in every way, for these
lads almost invariably inhale the
fumes; and that is the most injurious
part of the practice." T h e effect upon
the mind seems even more pronounced: " T h e injurious effects of
smoking upon the boy's mental activities are very marked. Of the many
hundreds of tabulated cases in my
possession, several of the very youthful ones have been reduced almost to
the condition of imbeciles. O u t of
2
>336 who were attending public
school, only six were reported 'bright
students.' A very few, perhaps ten,
were 'average,' and all the remainder
were 'poor' or 'worthless' as students."
It is hardly necessary to comment
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upon these statements, as their t r u t h is
only too apparent to any one who cares
to study the matter. T h e evil, fortunately, has not reached the same
climax with us in Canada, and it
should never be allowed to take root
in our soil. W e have a law which
should cover the case if properly enforced, and it should be the business
of our Christian citizens to see that it
is enforced. W e think a great mistake will be made in this matter if the
enforcement of the law is left to our
W . C. T. U . friends. The men
should be interested in this matter
even more than the women, and probably tobacco users most of all, as realizing the evil effects of the seductive
and dangerous weed. Every one who
covets for our young Canadians perfection of physical manhood and of
mental development should be enlisted
in the
fight.—Christian
Guardian.
Sel. by F. Elliott.
—'•
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T h e "Gift of T o n g u e s " movement
has its sad side. About a year ago
five men and twelve young women
left Philadelphia and New York to go
and teach the world about the real
Christ. They all had, or thought
they had, the gift of tongues. O n e of
them, Mabel Collins, about nineteen
years of age, has just returned to
Philadelphia, completely disillusioned,
and she tells the sad story of these
unsent apostles. O n e girl died in
Argentina, t w o are working in factories in Buenos Ayres, two are in
harems in India, and one is living
with a hill tribe in India. Three of
the men are laying ties on a South
American railroad; none are using
their gift of tongues. They tried India and they tried Argentina, but they
failed miserably in both. " O u r gift of
tongues," Miss Collins says, "was not
from God. It was from some devil."
The story needs no application.—
Christian Guardian.
W h e n you and I are weak, Christ in
a true sense owns the claims of our
weakness and comes to serve us with
his love. Behold, how this transfigures life! T h e times that make us
weakest and that force our weakness
most upon us, and make us most
know how weak we are, those are our
coronation times. T h e days of sickness, days of temptation, days of
doubt, days of discouragement, days
of bereavement and of the aching
loneliness which comes when the
strong voice is silent and the dear face
is gone, these are the days when
Christ sees most clearly the crown of
our need upon our foreheads, and
comes to serve us with his love.

-.
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL.
LESSON 10.—March 7.—Philip and
Etheopian.—Acts 8:26-40.
(Commit

the
vs.

29-31-)

GOLDEN

TEXT:

Search the

Scriptures;

for in them ye think ye have eternal life:
and they are they which testify of me.—
John 5 =39.
CENTRAL T R U T H : T h e

sincere

inquirer

finds Christ, and also readily confesses him.
DAILY FOOD :

M. Philip and the Eunuch.

—Acts 8:26-40. T. Reading the Scripture.
—II. Tim. 4:12-16. W. Opening the Understanding.—L,u. 24:33-49. T. Paul's Appeal
to Prophecy.—Acts 26:22-29. F. Good Tidings.—Isa. 52:7-15S. T h e Ethiopian
Searching.—Isa. 53:1-12. S. The Command
to Teach and Baptize.—Matt. 28:16-20.
INTRODUCTORY : In our last lesson we
learned that the Gospel found acceptance
with the Samaritans, who were a mixed
race, partly Jews and partly Gentiles. F r o m
Samaria it was to be spread into other regions. The beginning was to be made
through one man. Philip, the evangelist,
has a divine call to a special service, namely ,to preach the gospel to a high officer
from Ethiopia. T h e call was instantly
obeyed. He went southward. "Busy and
useful Philip, amidst crowds of Samaritans,
must turn aside to teach one mind, save
one soul, and thereby possibly evangelize
a nation. W h o knows? T h e call does not
seem to indicate his worth at all. It is
simply a direction to pursue with no
definite object in view. It was a divine
command which required obedience, and
impelled him to instant action, leaving all
with the divine Spirit for further guidance.
Such was Philip's duty. Such is ours
sometimes."
WHEN?

A. D.

37.

W H E R E ? Southeastern part of Holy
Land, on the way from Jerusalem to Gaza,
Azotus, Cesarea.
W H O ? Philip and the Eunuch.
Explanations
and Word Studies.
(V. 26) The angel: More properly with
Revised version, "an angel." T h e manifestation ol angels in these early days was
one among the strange and supernatural
occurrences. Spake:
Most probably in a
vision, as to Cornelius and Peter.
Philip:
Same Philip of last lesson, the evangelist,
not the apostle.
Toward
the
South:
Southward from Samaria, where Philip was
laboring very successfully. Gaza: An old
Philistine city about sixty miles southwest
of Jerusalem. Desert:
A thinly inhabited
country. A desert region. (V. 27) Ethiopia: A large country lying south of Egypt
high up the Nile, whose boundaries are not
known.
Schaff. says the word means
"burnt faces." Candace: This is the name
of a dynasty, as Pharaoh in Egypt and
Caesar in Rome. Queen of the
Ethiopians:
It was governed by a queen in those days.
( V . 28) Esaias:
Isaiah.
(V. 29) The
Spirit:
The Holy Spirit. How he spoke
we know not. H e made the command
very plain.
(V. 30) Heard him read:
Reading aloud was customary among the
Orientals. (V. 31) How can I? H e confessed his ignorance, and his need of light
and a guide.
(V. 32) The place,
&c:
The words were from Isa. 53:7, 8. (V.
33) In his humiliation, &c:
" T h e meaning of this verse is obscure, and opinions
differ greatly respecting it. None appears
preferable to Hackett's—that in the humiliation to which he was subjected, justice
was denied him."
(V. 34) Of
whom
speaketh the prophet? The great body of
the Jews understood these passages to
refer to the Messiah, and Philip understood them so. (V. 35) Preached
Jesus:
H e declared the whole work of Christ as
the Savior, showing no doubt how all the
prophecies centered in him.
(V. 36) A
certain water: Some tell us that there was
no large stream in that region, but there
was certainly enough to immerse the
Eunich. Baptized:
Immersed; for that is
the meaning. (V. 37) If thou
believest:
Faith in Christ is the requisite for baptism.
T h e eunuch professed his faith in Christ
before his baptism. (V. 38) Went
down

into the water, &c:
H e r e is an unmistakable example of baptism, in minute detail, and every unprejudiced reader will
say that the eunuch's baptism was an immersion. If the eunuch was only to be
sprinkled, why should both he and Philip
go down into the water? Calvin, in his
comment on this place observes, " H e r e we
perceive how baptism was administered
among the ancients, for they immersed the
whole body in the water. (V. 39) Caught
aivay Philip:
Philip's disappearance was
clearly supernatural. Rejoicing:
His heart
was full of salvation, and it gave joy in the
Holy Ghost. (V. 40) Azotus:
A Philistine city called Ashdod, one of the five
great capitals. Caesarea:
Built by Herod
and named in honor of Augustus Csesar.
I t was famous in New Testament times.
Preached in all the cities:
" T h e circuit
may have included Ekron, Rama, Joppa,
and Lydda, in all of which Jews were
numerous."
PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS.

1. God's commands must be promptly
obeyed. 2. T h e r e may be good work for us
to do in very unlikely places. 3. The best
of all books for reading when traveling is
the Bible. 4. W e all need the aid of godly
teachers. 5. Preaching Jesus to*sinners is
the only safe plan. 6. W e never know the
reason for some of God's commands until
we start to perform them. 7. Not ceremonies, but faith is the condition of salvation.
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS.

(1) That, a"s a seeker of men, Philip was
prompt in response to intimations of duty
(verses 27, 30).
(2) That he had tact to use the thoughts
and present employment of the eunuch to
introduce his message (verse 30).
2. The Spirit sends his workers where he
deems best. It seems to us very strange
that Philip was sent away from the midst
of a great revival to a desert where he
could not hope to do much good. But
Philip goes without questioning. There
was a man there who needed saving. Men
need help in the desert ways no less than in
Jerusalem, yet the most of us avoid them
if we consult our own choices. May we,
like Philip, go where Jesus bids us go.
3. "When a well-prepared preacher meets
a well-prepared
hearer who is anxious to
learn more, there is a chance for good
work to be done. This man had been reading the Scriptures, and his heart was ready
for Philip's teaching. W h e n we go to
church, after having had our memories and
imaginations filled with the worldly and
often indecent things of the daily paper,
how can we expect to receive much profit?
LESSON I I . — M a r c h 14.—^Eneas and Dorcas.—Acts 9:31-43. (Commit vs. 40, 41.)
GOLDEN T E X T : And Peter said unto him,
^Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole;
arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately.—Acts 9:34.
CENTRAL T R U T H :

to heal.
DAILY FOOD:

T h e power of Christ

,
M. t i n e a s and

Dorcas.—

Acts 9:31-43. T. T h e Excellent Woman.—
Prov. 31 :io-3i. W. Maintaining Good
Works.—Tit. 3:1-15. T. The Resurrection
and the Life.—Jno. 11:14-27. F. T h e Prayer
of Faith.—Jas. 5:10-20. S. T h e Paralytic
Healed.—Mk. 2:1-12. S. Peter's Exhortation.—I. Pet. 1 :l-25.
INTRODUCTORY : In this lesson attention is
called to the movements of Peter, passing
through the country outside of Jerusalem,
and coming to the saints at Lydda. W e
see that Saints was and is the title of believers, who are never called sinners. They
may not always act in a saintly way; but
such is their calling and title, and from this
flows their responsibility. The time had
now come for the extension of the Church
among all nations. Peter was to go first
to the Gentile. And for this he is led to
Joppa, till God shall call him. In our lesson
Peter found the palsied ^Eneas and healed
him, and also by a miraculous power called
Dorcas back to life. The restoration to life
of Dorcas corresponds in many particulars
to the raising of the daughter of Jairus.
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WHEN ?

About A. D. 40.

W H E R E ? Lydda, a town about twentyfive miles from Jerusalem; Joppa, about ten
miles northwest from Lydda, on the seacoast.
W H O ? Peter, saints which dwelt at
Lydda, ^ n e a s , Tabitha
( D o r c a s ) , the
widows, and Simon a tanner.
Explanations

and

Word

Stndies.

(V. 31) Then had the churches
rest:
T h e precious portion of this chapter records the conversion of S a u l ; and the description given in this verse seems to imply that it was connected with that remarkable event.
Edified:
The
word
"edify" in its primary meaning signifies
"to build." Paul tells us that knowledge
puffeth up, but love edifieth or buildeth up;
he exhorts the Thessalonian converts to
"edify." that is, "to build up one another."
Multiplied:
Increased in numbers.
(V.
32) Saints:
T h e title of believers; members of the church: Christians.
Lydda:
A city of considerable size, about a day's
journey from Jerusalem. Its modern name
is Lud, or Lid. (V. 33) Aeneas:
Possibly
a Christian. T h e name being Greek would
suggest that he was Grecian Jew.
Eight
years: This left little room to doubt that
a genuine miracle was performed.
Palsy:
Paralysis and kindred nerve diseases were
common in the East. Partly due to the
climate and partly "to the awful inheritance of ancestral sins against the body,
which comes to those whose very religious
impulses have been directed to vicious
ends." Jesus Christ maketh thee whole:
Peter lets the lame man know whom he
should own for his benefactor—Christ himself. Make thy bed: Something that he
had not been able to do for eight years.
Arose immediately:
This is the highest
evidence of the character of the miracle.
CV. 35) Saron: Refers to the well known
fertile region known as Sharon.
It
abounded in flowers. Solomon in the Song
of Songs (chap. 2:1) tells us 6f "the rose
of Sharon. This plain extends along the
coast from Caesarea to Joppa.
(V. 36)
Joppa:
Some thirty miles northwest of
Jerusalem, with which it is now connected
by railway. Tabitha:
"She was a Hellenistic Jewess, and was called Dorcas by
the Greeks, while to the Jews she was
known by the name of Tabitha." Tabitha
meant gazelle; the gazelle was regarded as
the standard of beauty. (V. 39) The widows stood by him weeping:
It was a custom in the East to employ professional
mourners at funerals. But here we find
heart-breaking sorrow on the part of those
who had been engaged in "good works and
almsdeeds" along with Dorcas.
These
"coats and garments" were monuments to
the memory. (V. 40) Put them all forth:
Out of the room, as Christ had done.
(Mk. 5:40.) (V. 41) Presented her alive:
Gave her back to the saints and widows.
H o w great their jov when they saw their
dead alive and well. (V. 42) Many believed: Not on Peter, for he ascribed all
power to the Lord. Indeed they had good
reason to "believe in the L o r d " after such
a miracle. (V. 43) Many days: T o carry
forward the work so graciously begun.
Some think he remained a whole year.
Simon a tanner: This trade was considered unclean by the Pharisees. H i s tannery was by the seaside.
PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS.

1. The good we do is by Christ working
through u s ; not Peter, but Christ is the
great healer. 2. There are good works for
all disciples, for women as well as for men.
3. The giving of alms does not impoverish;
it empties the hand, but fills the heart. 4.
It seems strange sometimes that the most
usfeul one in the community is taken,
while so many who could better be spared
are left. 5. T h e alms we do, and not those
we feel to do, are they which come up as
a remembrance before God. 6. The world
needs more workers like Dorcas. 7. A
working Christian is a rich treasure to any
neighborhood.
The treatment of the Sunday-school lessons is appropriated from the
Workman
Quarterly.
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N E W S O F C H U R C H ACTIVITY.
(Continued.)

PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

T o SUBSCRIBERS:—1. O u r terms are cash
in advance.
(Concluded from page 5.)
2. When writing t o have your address
changed, be sure to give both old and new
force, we have had quite a number of boys,
address.
but our o x force has been rather weak,
3. T h e date on the printed label will
show t o subscribers when their subscrip- being only three yoke at present.
tion expires.
Since Sister Davidson last wrote three
4. If you do not receive the VISITOR
more have died, making nine in all that
within ten days from date of issue, write
have died.
us at once and we will send the number
I have been devoting most of my time t o
called for.
T o THE POOR.—who are unable t o pay,
building, since here; I have put up t w o
we send the paper free on the recommensmall buildings, one for the grinding m a dation of others or upon their individual
requests. Individual requests must be re- chinery, 13 by 15 ft., the other a two room
building, 14 by 24 ft, besides some other
newed every six months as a matter of
work which comes in the carpenter's line.
good faith.
To
CORRESPONDENTS:—I.
Articles
for
Our Christmas services and last day of
publication should be written on one side
school
exercises were well attended, there
of the paper only. Write all business letbeing about t w o hundred present, men,
ters on separate sheets.
2. Communications without the author's women and children, including the school
name will receive no recognition.
boys. T h e message of salvation was ear3. Communications
for
the
VISITOR
nestly delivered to these by Sister Davidshould be sent in at least ten days before
son, followed by the exercises of the school
date of issue.
Send money by Post-office Money Order, boys.
Registered
Letter, or Bank Draft, to G.
The day before Christmas Bro. Taylor
Detwiler, 1627 Swatara Street,
Harrisburg, and myself, accompanied by six of the boys
Pa. Canadian
Currency
is
discounted
took a stroll in search of some game for
with us.
the Christmas dinner.
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W e are able to offer o u r subscribers 1
good C O M B I N A T I O N B I B L E with t h e
EVANGELICAL VISITOR at a small cost. F o r
$3.25 (INDEX F I F T Y CENTS E X T R A ) we will

send the Bihle prepaid to any address in
the United States or Canada, and the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR for one year.

This

offer holds good for renewals as well as
new subscribers.
T h e special feature of this Bible is that
it gives the AUTHORIZED and REVISED V E R -

SION of the Bible in one volume, without
increasing Size or Weight, or Diminishing
Size of type. It is a Self-pronouncing
Teacher's Bible which, without omitting a
feature or disturbing the Text, points out
all the words and passages wherein the
two versions differ, giving the Revised Version of each at foot of page, together with
T h e binding is E x t r a French Seal. D i vinity Circuit, Round Corners, Red tinder
Gold Edges, Flexible Back, L E A T H E R
LINED.
A Very Full
Concordance,
containing
over 40.000 References; History and Summary of the Books of the Bible;
Historical,
Chronological Tables; New Subject
index
to the Bible; a Dictionary
of
Scripture
proper Names,
with their
Pronunciation
and meaning; Tables of Miracles,
Parables,
etc.
Address EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

1627 Swatara St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Tracts.
W h a t we Believe and W h y W e Believe
It, per hundred, 20c.
An Interesting Conversation, per hundred, 15c.
Points for Serious Consideration, per
hundred, 12c.
W e Would See' Jesus, per hundred, 15c.
Recent for the Kingdom of Heaven is
at Hand, per hundred, 15c.
Death Eternal, per hundred, 12c.
Orders for the above tracts should be
addressed

EVANGELICAL VISITOR,

Harris-

burg, Pa.
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" I feel more pity for the people who
have waited on the bank and caught cold
in their hearts and souls through standing
still too long than with those who have
been bruised and buffeted by the full force
of the stream."

W e also visited some kraals about five
miles from the Mission, inviting them t o
the Christmas services. W e were successful in killing one good sized deer, also one
of the nearest kraals presented us with a
small goat. T h e deer with the goat and
some corn porridge composed the Christmas dinner for the natives, which was
amply sufficient for the number present.
T h e meal was much appreciated by the
people, as this has been quite a trying season for some of them, and their food supply has been rather short.
T h e District Commissioner at Kalomo
told us that some in his district had died
from starvation, and that the Government
had been feeding the people for some time.
T h e school boys are now having their
holiday vacation, and at present there are
only fifteen boys at the Mission, and one of
them came since Christmas, a little fellow
about four years old, who was about at
the point of starving when his mother
brought him. H e looked almost as emaciated as some of the pictures I have seen
of some of the India waifs; he is doing
very nicely now, and is getting pretty lively
since he gets plenty to e a t ; he is well satisfied, and likes his new home very much.
School will begin again the eleventh of
January. W e are expecting most of the
boys to return again to take up their school
work. Nahalambi (David) will return
again on the 18th of January and resume
his position as teacher.
T h e spiritual work is moving along
slowly. T h e gospel is being sounded forth
in its purity, and God's convicting Spirit is
at work; we do not see the multitudes
rushing to the Lord, but as the light penetrates the darkened hearts of these people,
occasionally a penitent soul seeks the Lord.
W e ask the prayers of all for the work
at this place, that the will of the Lord may
be done.
T h e grace of o u r Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.
JESSE AND DOCIA WENGER.

Chomo, N. W. Rhodesia,
Jan. 2, 1909.

South

Africa,

God never does for us what we can do
for ourselves. "Having done all, stand."

[February 15, 1909.
P h i l o s o p h i c B a s i s of O r d i n a n c e s a n d
B i b l e D o c t r i n e of S a n c t i f l c a t i o n b y
C. H . F o r n e y , D . D . , L L . D .

The first part of this book is an indirect
but conclusive proof that feet-washing is a
divinely instituted ordinance.
The second part of the book is the Bible
doctrine of sanctification, and in these days
of fatnaticism is most helpful in helping
men to the Bible truth on this subject.
Cloth, 50c.

.

.

.

Can be ordered from

.

P a p e r , 35c.
this office.
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A L e t t e r from B r o . T . A . L o n g .

Dear readers of the VISITOR: For
some time I have had impressions to
write a few lines of recognition to the
very worthy articles on dietary reform
written by brother Bossier. I am
aware that many look on said articles
with disdain and suspicion. One fact
however remains. The people who
preach self-denial in wearing apparel
can find in those articles much selfdenial, which few are willing to practice. I am glad to find in my travels
that brother Bossier has thrown much
light on the culinary department. It
ill becomes those who set tables as the
world does, with so many articles of
diet only intended to fire up the
animal nature, leaving the human organism in a worse condition than it
was before, to preach self-denial on
other lines. I venture the assertion
that if all the readers of the VISITOR
would adopt a plainer way of living
as far as diet is concerned, much labor
would be saved our sisters, much expense saved, and better health result.
While some of the statements seem
hard to believe, or understand, yet if
the entire line of argument would be
cut in two and used a"s a half-way reform, so much good would result
that the brother could feel well rewarded for his labor. May God enlighten us on all lines of usefulness
and service for the honor and glory of
God.
I am also constrained to give recognition to the article written by our
dear brother A. L. Eisenhower, giving
a note of warning on well defined
lines. Recently I attended a meeting
where an evangelist preached a number of times and his performance was
such that his actions would have been
regarded as a very clever clown in a
dime museum. By times he was half
way out in the congregation, sometimes to one side of the congregation
and sometimes to the other. He gave
many grand truths, but if the home
ministry would have indulged in such
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performance their usefulness would
have been lost. He claimed to be entirely sanctified, and for twelve long
years has not had a bad day, nor cold
day, nor blue day, and when it came
to the money part he had a tale to
tell that was entirely void of faith in
God to supply all his needs. So his
talk on this line showed the same line
of carnality that many manifest who
do not claim to be on the faith line.
To my mind, if I fully believe and
trust God I need not make any reference to my temporal needs, but simply
lay the matter before God. This is
faith, the other is carnality pure and
simple.
Lately I came to this place, by request, to hold several meetings, and
since here Elder Stump and myself
have reasoned as to the propriety of
the evangelists and ministers going
into new territory where the brethren
have never preached the gospel, and
would suggest that we try to reach out
on new territory on all lines.
Nappanee, Ind.

T. A. LONG.

A Letter F r o m Sister L o n g .

VISITOR'.

as well as in private, through
those who have received light from
God on those lines, say nothing of the
suffering that comes upon us through
overeating as well as eating what ticKless the palate, like the whisky drinker
and tobacco user. I am responsible
before God for the light that I have
received, and only as we give out can
we expect God to give in; but it must
be done out of a pure motive.
VISITOR,

Well, through God's assisting grace
and help alone am I able to say this
morning that I am happy on the way,
and really rejoicing in the Lord as I
meditate upon his goodness towards
us as a family, and also what he has
done for even me. No doubt many
will wonder how we are faring here
in this cold climate in Michigan. We
are thus far well provided with everything we need, even to the feed for
horse, cow and chickens, but we must
give the credit to God and the" saints
in Indiana, where we spent nearly one
month. May the dear saints measure
up as well on all other lines as they
do in distributing to the necessity of
saints and given to hospitality. (Rom.
12:13.)

Dear saints: By God's help I will
pen a few thoughts, and also tell of
experiences I have been passing
through during this Winter. Up to
this time, my health has been very
good with the exception of one cold,
and that did not .amount to very much,
and all Winter we have been more or
less changing around from place to
place. But, the dear saints, as well as
others, used good judgment, and did
not ask us to sleep in beds where no
one had slept in perhaps for a month
or more without first taking off the
dampness with smoothing irons or
soap stones, something every family
should have. Then next, husband and
I both believe in fasting as well as
prayer. Daniel, and many others, believed in abstaining from the king's
dainties. Psalm 14114, last clause,
"And let me not eat of their dainties."
Oh, would to God that we as God's
children would be more of one mind
and condescend to men of low estate.
Read Romans 12. I firmly believe
from the word, that we will be accountable for what we bring on our
tables and what we partake of, even if
other people put it on. Then, if we
are even clothed in sack cloth and cut
over the same pattern, if we will not
obey God's law and command, I do
not in the least hesitate to say that we
will be held accountable at the great
judgment day if we do not heed the
warnings we have received on those
lines in the word, and columns of the

Well, as said before, my courage is
good and I can realize God's presence
with me, and yet with all that, of late
I concluded to come with just as much
earnestness before God with prayer
and fasting and real faith, a Godgiven faith, for an outpouring of his
Spirit upon me, for I realize I need it.
Power for service in whatever way
God may see fit to use me. Sometimes
when we are expected to give a short,
quick testimony, or offer a prayer
audibly, when at the time we do not
have the spirit of prayer upon us, and
yet have a deep yearning in the very
depth of our soul crying out after
God, when the Spirit makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered, here is where I have
found myself short many a time, not
willing to be misunderstood. Oh dear
saints, the churches, the communities
and the individuals are suffering for
the lack of the Holy Spirit and his
power for service. We need it; we
must have it, if we expect to be soulwinners for Christ. We need a fresh
anointing every day—yes, hourly. It
is for us. Praise his Name.
A n I n d i a n a Letter.
NAPPANEE, IND.,

Feb. 4, 1909.
May the peace of God be resting
upon every reader of the VISITOR, and
all his children everywhere. Amen.
We praise God for his loving kind-
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ness unto us. Truly, goodness and
mercy has followed us all our days.
This writing finds us at home again.
After being in Chicago since October,
going there after we had disposed of
our few things. Some few years ago
we felt definitely called of the Lord
for foreign mission work, and last
Autumn the Lord snatched away our
dear baby boy and followed us until
we became willing to go out into his
work. We are glad we have obeyed
him, and although we meet with tests
as we go forth in his service, we can
truly say, "Anywhere with Jesus" it
is home sweet home.
Some have wondered if we are
going to Africa in the Spring. As the
Lord directs is all we can say. Wife's
health has not been so favorable to
our going this Spring, as we believe
that it is the part of wisdom to be
strong and vigorous before attempting the change. We know that God
can overrule it all to his own glory.
Pray for us.
We truly had' many seasons of blessing while in Chicago, also seasons of
tests. We came home Thursday, January 28. Since then we have been
engaged in helping in the meetings at
this place. We expect, D. V., to go
to Ohio next week to assist Brother
H. H. Menagh in the meetings at Sippo and in Richland county. We are
glad that we can be fully resigned to
God's will whatever it may be. The
harvest truly is great and the laborers
few. Those who cannot go out into
the great work should pray earnestly
that God may abundantly keep those
whom he calls into service that they
may speak the word with boldness.
Your brother and sister,
VBRNON AND CHARLOTTE STUMP.

Home address, Nappanee, Ind.
"The great question may be not,
How can we face the foes who are
strong? but, How are we serving the
friends who are weak?
Sunrise N e v e r F a i l e d TJs Y e t
Upon the sadness of the sea
The sunset broods regretfully;
From the far, lonely spaces, slow
Withdraws the wistful afterglow.
So out of life the splendor dies,
So darken all the happy skies;
So gathers twilight, cold and stern,
But overhead the planets b u r n ;
And up the East another day
Shall chase the bitter dark away;
W h a t though our eyes with tears be wet?
The sunrise never failed us yet.
T h e blush of dawn may yet restore
Our light and hope and joy once m o r e ;
Sad soul, take comfort, nor forget
That sunrise never failed us yet.
..—Celia Thaxter.
—Selected by Addie Cassel.
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Prayer Veiling.
i. Three reasons why a man
should not be veiled.
2. Three reasons why a woman
should be veiled.
3. Not a custom, nor localism :
but a doctrine, truth, principle.
4. Its universality—not confined
to the married.
5. Not the hair, but an artificial
veiling.
6. Male Jews covered their heads
—Greeks their feet.
7. A sign of authority.
8. A special covering.
9. Because of the angels.
10. A commandment.
11. It is befitting.
12. A proof found in nature.
13. General remarks.

VISITOR.

"Woman"—spoken in the widest possible sense, covering all conditions of
both married and unmarried—widow,
widower, and youth, etc. It does not
say husband, wife; but it positively
says "man"—"woman" and thus making it universal irrespective of sexual
or matrimonial relationship, only so
they belong to the Lord.
It was contended centuries ago, by
some, that the doctrine of the prayer
veiling only applied to the married,
but this construction was strongly opposed by such men as Tertullian, denouncing it as reverse to scriptural
teaching. (I. Cor. 11 -.4, 5, II.)

[February 1$, 1909.
The shaved head was not only an
evidence of her defilement, but also of
the sin of the man or men who committed sin with her. So also Paul enforces that if "woman" neglects or refuses to adhere to the prayer veiling,
she, in a sense, reflects on "man"—
failing to recognize the holy order of
divine creation of male and female,
of mankind, in the original thought
of God.
6. MALE JEWS COVERED T H E I R
HEADS—GREEKS T H E I R FEET.

It became a custom among Jews
that the men covered their heads in
public worship.
The "orthodox"
5. N O T THE HAIR, BUT AN A R - Jews do so yet. ' This letter by Paul
TIFICIAL VEILING.
was to cover that error, as well as the
(a) "A man ought not to cover error of the women who appeared
(put a veiling) on his head." (I. Cor. bareheaded. The Greeks, however,
11:7.)
Can this mean his hair? The covered their feet. For the male
1. THREE REASONS W H Y A M A N
form
of
language forbids such a con- Greeks to cover their feet while in
SHOULD NOT B E VEILED:
struction—it cannot mean the hair, for public worship was not as erroneous
(a) "For a man ought not to it implied omission—keep it off. Do as was the custom of the Jews.
cover his head, forasmuch as he is we put on and remove our hair as a
7. SIGN OF AUTHORITY.
the image and glory of God." (I. Cor. thing portable? Never.
The prayer veiling stands for two
U--7-)
(b) But in respect to the woman,
(b) "For the man is not of the the WORD says: "Let her be covered." distinct things, namely, subjection
(I. Cor. 11:6.) "Every woman that (implying purity) and authority.
woman." (I. Cor. 11:8.)
(a) It stands as a holy woman's
prayeth
or prophesieth with her head
(c) For "Neither was the man
created for the woman." (I. Cor. uncovered (unveiled) dishonoreth her recognition of her divinely appointed
head" (man). (I. Cor. 11:5.) Can place by her Creator in relation to
11:9.)
this mean the hair? Just as little so holy man as her Head in the Lord,
2. THREE REASONS W H Y THE
as the veiling that man is instructed and not in sin.
WOMAN SHOULD B E VEILED:
Katakalupta, the root from which
to omit or keep from his head.
(a) Because "The woman is the • The man shall bare his head while the word covered is taken as used in
glory of the man." (I. Cor. 11:7.)
the woman shall veil her head and I. Cor. 11:5, 6, indicates and implies
(b) Because "The woman is of thus recognize their relative positions subjection.
(b) It also signifies authority. In
the man." (I. Cor. 11:8.)
as assigned by Jehovah in creation—
(c) Because "The woman is for not because of transgression. The worship and divine service woman
the man." (I. Cor, 11:9.).
Scripture does not state what shall be stands equal to man and this is meant
"For this cause (or therefore R. done with a man who violates this in- by Paul to the Galatians—"In Christ
V.) a woman OUGHT YO WEAR on her junction; but as to the woman it says, Jesus there is neither, male nor fehead a svmbol of subjection." (T. if she be obstinate, and refuses to male." (Gal. 3:28.)
Bxousia, the original word as used
C. V.)
wear the veiling, "Let her also be
Is Paul correct in his argument? shorn." (I. Cor. 11:6.) If the veil in I. Cor. 11 :io indicates "sign of auLet us turn to Genesis and examine— meant the hair, and it were already thority." The covering is not author(a). "And God said let us make man removed, how could she then be ity, but only the sign of authority.
in our image, etc." (Gen. 1:26.) "So shorn? She would have no hair left Authority means more than power—
God created man in his own image." to be shorn. The little word ALSO is it includes the right to pray or provery significant and implies that two phesy. We might have power to do
(Gen. 1:27.)
(b) "And the Lord caused a deep things are spoken of—veiling and a thing that is wrong, but no authority
—no right. God has given authority,
sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept hair.
the veil when worn by holy women
and he took one of his ribs * * * and
Katakalupta is the original word
the rib which the Lord God had taken from which the word covered or veil- stands as a sign of that authority.
from man made he a woman, and ed as found in I. Cor. 1115, 6, is taken,
8. A SPECIAL COVERING.
brought her unto the man." (Gen. and means "to put on a covering—or
Exousia, the Greek word, also
2:21, 22.)
veiling. According to history, it was
(c) "And the Lord said it is not the custom at Corinth, noted for licen- means to put on a special covering.
good for man to be alone; I will make tiousness, that lewd women were Hence the prayer veil does not mean
him a help meet for him." (Gen. obliged to shave their heads in order the head-gear for protection against
heat or cold, etc., but a special veiling
2:18.)
to distinguish them from the virtuous,
The great apostle is indisputably and doubtless this is the reason why for that particular purpose. Do not"
correct, being supported by divine Paul says, "If (or since) it be a shame nations have their emblems, or ensigns? These ensigns always stand
authority.
for a woman to be shorn or shaven, for certain things or princioles. For
let her be covered" (or veiled), thus instance, the flag of the U. S. A. with
3. NOT MERE CUSTOM, OR LOCALplacing emphasis on the propriety of her thirten stripes represents the
ISM; BUT A DOCTRINE, TRUTH, P R I N wearing the veil.
thirteen original colonies. The stars
CIPLE.
Let us read from the T. C. V., on the field of blue indicate the presPaul anchors his argument in cre- "Any woman praying or preaching in ent number of sister States in the
ation as the above references indicate, public bareheaded, dishonoreth him Union. The trinity of harmonizing
and would we dare ignore it, thus im- who is her Head; for that is to make colors indicate harmony, unity.
peaching the inspired word of God? herself like one of the shameless woThe individual, or nation, that inIt carries us far beyond custom or men who shave their heads. Indeed, sults this ensign or flag, insults the
localism when the apostle nails it if a woman does not keep her head nation which it represents. It stands
down in creation by his three indis- covered, she may as well cut her hair
putable reasons, and treats it as a short. But since to cut her hair short, as a sign of protection to every good
universal doctrine—truth—principle. or shave it off, makes her as one of citizen.
The prayer veiling of holy women
4. ITS UNIVERSALITY—Nor CON- the shameless women, let her keep her
stands for sacred subjection to holy
FINED TO T H E MARRIED
"Man"— head covered." (I. Cor. 1115, 6.)
men as divinely decreed; and also for

,"
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the authority to pray or prophesy in
public as well as man. H e , who insults it, insults God who is back of it.
But if we are obedient in its observance, as good soldiers, of Jesus
Christ, all heaven will stand in our
defense.
9.

B E C A U S E OE T H E ANGELS..

'Because of the presence of the
angels." ( I . Cor. 11:10.) ( T . C. V . )
This strongly qualifies the idea of
heaven's cognizance of our obedience
or disobedience in this as well as other
Christian duties.
T h e Scripture, speaking of angels,
celestial beings, says, " A r e they not
all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister ( d o service) for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?" ( H e b .
1:14.) _
Again, " T a k e heed that ye despise
not one of these little o n e s : for I say
unto you, that in heaven their angels
do always behold the face of my
F a t h e r which is in heaven." (Matt.
18:10.)
W h o can deny the ministration of
angels? T h e part they play in o u r
protection,
salvation
and
utility,
doubtless far exceeds our comprehension. H o w our disobedience must
grieve them.
T h e sacred writer associates much
importance with this topic, an evidence of its magnitude in his mind.
It is evident that if Christendom
would adhere to all the underlying
truths and principles of the prayer
veiling that divorce, fornication and
adultery would be unknown in the
professed church of Christ.
10.

A

COMMANDMENT.,

"Let her be covered," is a commandment in the third person—it is
given to the church for the woman.
T h e T . C. V;' says, "Let her keep her
head covered." Shall we keep or
break this commandment? John says,
"If we love God, we will keep his
commandments."
11.

I T I S BEFITTING.

?
" I s it comely ( o r befitting) that a
woman pray unto God uncovered?"
( I . Cor. 1 1 : 1 3 . ) ' As much as to saythat it is nob. It , ; does not say that
God will not hear without the veil, but
that it is unbecoming, not befitting,
improper.
Should God's little ones be found in
such incredulous conduct ?
12.

A PROOF I N NATURE.

"Doth not even nature itself teach
you that if a man have long hair it is
a shame unto h i m ? " ( I . Cor. 11:14.)
Without cultivation, men have short
hair in comparison to women. There
have been a few exceptions, but as
a general rule this is true. If neither
sex would cut or cultivate their hair,
this is true, comparatively speaking.
" B u t if a woman has long hair it is
a glory to her." ( I . Cor. 11:15), o r
"a woman's long hair is her glory."
( T . C. V . ) v "Her hair has been given
h e r to serve as a covering." ( T . C. V . )
"Covering,"'as used here in I. Cor.
11:15, has its^ origin from the word
peribolationf pom peribolHo meaning

EVANGELICAL

VISITOR.

to throw around as a mantle. T h e
specific purpose of woman's long
hair is "her glory," not for a prayer
veiling, nor sign of authority. N o t
all women have long hair, as we have
previously noticed, there are some exceptions—if a woman has long hair,
etc., showing it is possible for her not
to have long hair. It does not say the
hair is given for " t h e " covering, but
" a " covering, which according to the
original word peribolHo
means to
t h r o w about, including the upper part
of her b o d y ; for if her hair is left as
nature puts it, the woman has no
more hair on top of her head than
man. Paul argues that in nature there
is a distinction in the sexes in respect
to the length of the hair. W h y should
it be so hard to see t h e propriety of
God's requirement of a sign of authority
and subordination
on the
sister's head while engaged in prayer
or prophesying?
13.

GENERAL REMARKS. •

Some contend that there are "good
people" that don't believe in nor observe the prayer veiling. I s that a
conclusive proof that the WORD need
not be respected? Can you Drove
that those "good people" would not
be better if they would adhere to this
injunction?
Again, it is claimed by some that
there are those who observe the
prayer veiling and are not what they
ought to be. Is that a good reason
why I should be disobedient in this
matter? Don't you know some people who claim conversion and you
have no faith. in them ? Shall we
therefore disparage the doctrine of
regeneration ? If we would follow up
that theory strictly we would discard
the whole Bible.
• W e believe the doctrines of R e generation, Sanctification,
Baptism,
Eternal Judgment, Resurrection of
the dead, the Second Coming of
Christ, etc., because the word of God
teaches it, and for the same reason we
must believe in the PRAYER VEILING.

T h e strictly plain churches most
generally observe and believe in the
prayer veiling.
By the Tract
Committee
of the
Brethren in Christ, and will be issued
in tract form.
Do not vainly imagine that all places
are equally alike for worship. Do
not therefore "forsake the assembling
of yourselves together, as the manner of some is." H e r e is the best of
reasons for going to c h u r c h : " I n all
places where I record my name, I will
come unto thee and I will bless thee"
( E x o d u s 2 1 : 2 4 ) . — T o n g u e s of Fire.
I once saw a dark shadow resting
on the bare side of a hill. Seeking its
cause I saw a little cloud, bright as the
light, floating in the clear blue above.
T h u s it is with our sorrow. I t may
be dark and cheerless here on e a r t h ;
yet look above, and you shall see it to
be but a shadow of his brightness
whose name is Love.—Alford.

is
Unselfish Sermons.
A selfish sermon would seem at
first sight to be an impossibility, and
yet we fear it is not so. T h e very
foundation of Christian preaching is
supposed to be the fact that a man has
some message of God which he desires
to give t o his people. If this be so,
then either the sermon is an earnest
attempt to help others, and, therefore,
largely unselfish, or if otherwise, it
ceases to be a true sermon. But while
this is true in regard t o the two extremes, yet there may be, along with
the intention of helping others, enough
of human frailty perhaps to justify
the expression, "selfish sermon." If
the preacher sees a little too clearly
his own interest; if he appreciates a
little too much his own ability; if the
sermon is given with the pretty definite expectation of
helping the
preacher's reputation
and possibly
opening his way to some desirable a p pointment; in short, if the preacher
himself bulks too largely in the sermon, that sermon rightly comes under
the category of a selfish sermon.
T h e highest type of sermon, in fact,
the only type which we can rightly
call Christian, is t h e unselfish sermon.
This kind of a sermon springs, as we
said, from a sincere desire t o help the
hearers. T h e real minister must serve
his congregation, and the sermon is
one of the most helpful services he
can render. A sermon which touches
no real need, and supplies n o real help
to those to whom it is addressed, is
surely a woeful failure. It may be delivered in a most unfortunate m a n n e r ;
the preacher's voice and enunciation
may be exceedingly poor; his g r a m m a r may be faulty and his g e s t u r e s X .
uncouth; yet these alone -do not spoil
the sermon, if it really reaches and ^S
helps those to whom it is addressed.
But t o do this the sermon must be
a real message. T h e preacher must
know his people's need before he can
help them. W e do not mean that he
must know their individual and specific needs, for this would make it impossible for a stranger t o help an audience. There is, however, in any
case, a knowledge of men required, a
real acquaintance with humanity, and
the better a man understands human
nature, the better he can help them,
other things being equal. T h e great
preachers have had many failings and
limitations, but they have certainly
understood men. F o r a man to try to
preach the gospel of Christ without a
real love for, and an understanding
of, his fellows, is to attempt the impossible.
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The unselfish sermon never exalts
the preacher. It never aims to impress
the audience with the worthiness of
the speaker, but it rather aims to impress the hearers with the importance
of the truth which it aims to teach.
Such sermons build up a church.
Others may build up a congregation
which will be loyal to its preacher, but
these build up a church which will be
loyal to the truth.
It is hardly necessary to say that a
sermon of this kind is never a scolding sermon. The preacher, being human, is subject to moods, but he is
usually wise enough not to inflict his
ill-feelings upon his congregation.
Occasionally, very occasionally, let us
hope, a sermon is heard which is
simply an outpouring of the preacher's
wrath upon a people which has perhaps failed to appreciate him. Such
a sermon should never be uttered.
We are glad that it is not common,
and it should never become so.
The preacher must forget his headaches and his heartaches, his financial
difficulties and his own spiritual
struggles, his weary nerves and his
own heart hunger, as he tries to soothe
the heartaches of his people, and to
strengthen them for all their struggles. The heart that sorrows can comfort some other sorrowing one; the
man who has lost his own battle may
help another to win, and in the task
his own sorrows will lose something
of their bitterness, and whether in
prosperity or disaster such a man will
still prove himself to be a workman
who needeth not to be ashamed, and
of such men the church of Christ may
well be proud,—The Christian Guardian. Published by request of Bro: F.
Elliott.

VISITOR.

EXPENSE.

F o r gas at residence and Mission, $2.50;
for fuel, at residence and Mission, $13.50;
for water at residence for one quarter,
$4.25; for groceries and other
food,
$21.75; for incidentals, $3.50; total, $45.50.
Balance due January 1, 1909, $58.14.
Balance due Mission February 1, 1909,
$11.49.
T o the dear readers of the VISITOR: W e
are delighted to give such an encouraging
financial report this month. T h e deficit is
nearly wiped out. How it encourages the
self-sacrificing mission workers when they
realize that the saints at home stand right
by them. They have many a discouraging
battle to face, and while the grace of God
is sufficient, yet we need hearty co-operation. May the Lord most graciously bless
you all for your condescending helpfulness
in the work of the Lord at this place.
We also take pleasure to report that
quite a number have responded in giving
to the poor fund. It has come in so nicely
to the help of the worthy poor. You shall
in no wise lose your reward, for " H e that
giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord."
About a week ago we had the pleasure of
seeing a young lady return unto the Lord
giving a clear evidence of her conversion.
We truly need the prayers of you all.
Bro. T. F. Barker, a missionary from
Turkey, in Asia Minor, in charge of the
United Orphanage and Mission Work, gave
us a very interesting account of his work
at that place at the Gospel Temple January
24. His sermon, as well as the account of
his work, was pointed and spiritual. May
all our mission work be a matter of heart
and conscience, for we shall reap in due
season if we faint not. It takes courage
and sacrifice to^ go out into the mission
fields to seek the lost and win them back
to God. Yours in loving submission,
J.

R. AND A N N A

ZOOK.

Philadelphia Mission.
Report for January, 1909.
DONATIONS RECEIVED.

REPORTS OF FUNDS.

Balance on hand last report,
$93-40.
Royers' Ford, Pa., $ 1 ; Brookville, Ohio,
$ 1 ; Millersville, Pa., $ 1 ; a sister, $ 1 ;
Mountville. Pa., $ 3 ; Rowenna, Pa., $2;
Rowenna, Pa., $ 1 ; Abilene, Kans., $10;
Lebanon, Pa., $ 1 ; Pleasant Hill, Ohio,
$1.50; Gormley, Ont., $ 1 : Chambersburg.
Pa., $10; York, Pa., $2.
Chapman, Kans., 1 box clothing; Marietta, Pa., 1 bbl. potatoes; Fayetteville, Pa.,
1 bag corn m e a l ; Greencastle, Pa., 1 bbl.
potatoes: Rowenna. Pa.. 1 box provisions
and clothing; Marietta, Pa., 1 bbl. potatoes ; Shippensburg, Pa.. 3 boxes provisions ; Waynesboro, Pa., 1 bbl. provisions;
Palmyra, Pa., 2 boxes clothing; Pleasant
Hill, Ohio; 2 bbl. clothing; Perkasie, Pa.,
1 box clothing: Buffalo. N. Y„ 1 box clothing.

M e s s i a h H o m e Orphanage.

Coal, $18.25; provisions, $5.50; freight.
$1.50: sundry expenses, $1.60; poor, $47.65.

EXPENSES.

Report of Cash Donations Received During
January, 1909.
Ben. Spickler, Elizabethtown, Pa., $1.50;
Annie Hursh, $ 1 ; a friend, Harrisburg,
Pa., $2; Elias Good, York, Pa., $5; Dr.
Thomas G. Fox, Harrisburg, Pa., $2.50;
Mrs. Katie Niece, $ 1 ; a friend, 25 cents; a
sister, 25 cents.
D.

Hummelstown,

Pa.

M.

BOOK,

Sec-Treas.

Des Moines Mission.
Report for the Month of January, 1909.
RECEIPTS.

Newbern S. S., Kans., $16.68; Zion S. S.,
Kans., $27.03; church at Belle Springs,
Kans., $21.94; Sue Brenneman, Strasburg, Pa., $ i ; Harrisburg, Pa,, $ 3 ; church
at Rose Bank, Kans., $14.50; E. G. and
Hellen Engle, Abilene, Kans., $10; Katie
Haugh, Waukena, Cal., $ 5 ; room rent at
Mission for one month, $3; total receipts
for the month, $102.15.

PETER STOVER AND W I F E .

3423 N. Second

St.
• m•
Subscription Credits.

From January 26 to February 9.
Alvin S. Gottschall, Amos Hurst, Moses
Gipe, Jennie Hoover, Anna H . Smith,
Isaac Krupo. Miriam Engle, Eli M. Engle.
Jacob D. Mumma. Mrs. Lizzie Mumma,
Mrs. Kate Moore, D. G. Heisey. Abner
Martin, H e n r y Garman, John D. Winger.
John M. Landis, Mrs. H . G. Weaver,
Simon Snyder, E. Graybill, H. Haase, F .
Gedke, H . Sheafer, E. Witmer, W. Boehler,
J. Sheafer, H . Scrigley, Noah Witmer, H .
Timm, Alice M. Zigler, Susan Kettering,
Jacob L. Heisey, Noah L. Heisey, Lizzie
Heisey, Mary Peifer, Isaac Hunsperger, J.
P. Keefer, Sarah Sprankle. C. L. Noll,
G. P. Garber, Wallace Smith, E. S. Cocklin, B. Hoffman, Martha White, I. C. Engle,
A. W. Heise, Daniel Wagner. J. W. Heise,
Mrs. Eva Baker, Jno. Baker, Elder S.
Baker, Ralph Wideman, Walter Henderson, Reuben Heise, Abm. Baker, Martha.
Woodward, Jos. Cober,
Benj. ' Cober,
Simeon Stover. Frank Atkinson, Mrs. D.

[February 15, 1909.
W . Eyer, Jacob Fulmer, Anna Felkes, A.
A. Plum, I. C. Baker, J. F. Plum, Hettie
Witmer, Henry Lebieck, Ira Baker, Jos.
Brillinger, Aaron Sheffer, Mrs. Samuel
Benner, Wm. Wenger, Levi Wenger, David
Wenger, Lydia Mast, Lydia Klopfenstein,
Mrs. Leah Miller, Mrs. Elwood Hershbarger, Daniel Bowers, David Bowers,
Jonathan Lyons, (and benevolent), P. C.
Fike, A. R. Forney, Mrs. Jno. Ehlers, Margaret Carver, Eliza Sider, D. L. Gish, Helen
Graves, David Kniesly, Florence Brumbaugh, L. H . Lindemuth, Lydia Brewer,
Mary Bruckhart, A. L. Shank, Mrs. W. H .
Roth, Mrs. E. Derfler, Mrs. D. R. Kier,
Barbara Book, Susanna Uhrich, J. W .
Niesley, Mrs. Tobias Martin, Mrs. V. R.
Rickel, J. K. Landis, Jacob Shelly, Mrs.
Leah Hollinger, J. H . George, D. L. Book,
Mary Kraybill, Perry Hulls, John Frimire,
G. Schwitzer, S. White, Mrs. Elizabeth
Hostetter, Mrs. Catherine Hess, Daniel
Hess, Mrs. Mary Miller, Lizzie Newcomer,
C. C. Hensel, Fanny Brehm, David Niesley, Daniel Nye, Michael Hess, Mrs. Frank
Shultz, F. Elliott, John Bicksler, Jno. C.
Rotz, David L. Zook, Mary M. Zook, Fannie E. Hoover, Abm. Hershey.

MARRIAGES.
• R U H L — F O U R M A N . — M a r r i e d , on February 4, 1909, at the home of the officiating
minister, H . K. Kreider, Campbellstown,
Pa., H o w a r d D. Ruhl, of Elizabethtown,
Pa., and Myrtle R. Fourman, of Colebrook, Pa.
H E R R — L I G H T . — O n December 8, 1908,
John H . Herr, of Hummelstown, Pa., and
Sr. Cora Light, of Syner, Pa., were united
in marriage at the home of the officiating
minister, Bro. H . K. Kreider, of Campbellstown, Pa.
H O F F M A N — S H A N K . — O n January 24,
1909, Mr. Solomon G. Hoffman, of Milton
Grove, Pa., and Sr. Mary E. Shank, daughter of Bro. and Sr. Abraham Shank, of
Elizabethtown, Pa., were united in marriage at the home of the officiating minister, Eld. Aaron Martin.

OBITUARIES.
S M I T H . — H e n r y Franklin Smith, infant son of Christ. Smith, of near Nyesville, Franklin county, Pa., died of catarrhal fever and measles, aged II months
and 29 days. Funeral service was held at
Air Hill, conducted by the home ministry.
Interment in adjoining cemetery.
SLEIGHTER.—Bro.
Amos
Sleighter
died at his home at Nyesville, Franklin
county, Pa., January 19, 1909, of Bright's
disease, aged 66 years, 4 months and 24
days. H e was a faithful member of the
church for many years. Fttneral service
was held at the Air Hill M. H., conducted
by the home ministry. Interment in adjoining cemetery. His wife and two children remain to mourn the loss of a kind
husband and father.
HAUN.—Levi H a u n died of dropsy at
the home of his mother and her grandson,
Asa H a u n , in Humberstone township, Welland county, Ontario, on January 26, 1909,
aged 47 years, 8 months and 2 days. H e
had been wandering about the country for
many years until his father died last Winter. Since that time he failed fast, and remained at the old home until death ended
his suffering. H e neglected the one thing
needful until some months previous to his
end, when he sought the Lord earnestly,
and regretted his former careless life and
said if he could live his time over again he
would do differentlv. H e leaves to mourn,
his aged mother (a sister in our church)
one brother, Isaac, near home, and Malissa,
in the far West, who could not be at the
funeral. Bro. A. Bearss conducted the service at the U. B. chapel at Sherkston, Ont.,
the house being well filled by friends and
neighbors.
Subject,
"The
unavoidable
journey," from Job 16:22. Interment in theBeach cemetery near by.

